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Intelligence shows where 
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ar 


the far right threat lies 


ince its inception in 1964, Searchlight has 

always been intelligence-led. Our exclusive 

stories have appeared on television and in the 

rest of the media. We have been approached by 

the Home Office for our analysis of the threats 
from the far right. In some instances the government has 
acted on our findings. 

We have long been critics of some government policies, 
such as the Prevent programme. Its work has often been 
carried out by people who have appeared disconnected 
from the major intelligence gathering body, the Joint 
Terrorism Analysis Centre, which was 
established in June 2003. Among its 


tasks is combating dangerous far right WVe also question why the 
City of London police shut 
down the streets around the 
Old Bailey to the public, while 
allowing the lawless rabble 
supporting ‘Tommy Robinson’ ine public, those who deserve answers 
to threaten members of the 
public, police and media 


groups. 

JTAC describes itself as “a self- 
standing organisation comprised of 
representatives from 16 government 
departments and agencies” that 
forms “a key element of the national 
intelligence machinery”. 

Scrutiny is supposed to be exercised 
by an oversight board, chaired 
by the Cabinet Office, to monitor 
how effectively JTAC engages with 
government departments. JTAC’s 
current targets include: 
¢ Cultural nationalists: Traditional 
Britain Group, Britain First and the Democratic Football 
Lads Alliance : 

e White nationalists: Generation Identity, the now-banned 
National Action, Proud Boys Britannia 

e White supremacists, many of whom have links with the 
US and Canada. 

The fuller list has not yet seen the light of day. JTAC no 
longer uses terms such as far right and extreme right. 

Specifically, our intelligence offered to or requested by the 
Home Office led to the banning of a number of international 
nazis and other haters from Britain as well as from Hungary 
and Poland. It also led to the arrest and conviction in Poland 
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of a key far right criminal for trafficking women into Britain 
as sex slaves. In more recent years, some universities have 
been encouraged to run diploma and degree courses related 
to understanding the far right. The product from this has 
varied from average to excellent. 

We now are seeing a serious change of approach to the 
growing dangers to democracy and the growing evidence of 
terrorism, based on convictions of British far right activists 
from groups involved in murder plots, obtaining weapons 
or explosives and infiltration of the armed forces. 

The most tragic case of this type was the cold-blooded 
murder of Labour MP Jo Cox by a 
deranged far right extremist who 
took his cue not from National Action 
but from a document circulated by 
Britain First days before his attack, 
which we passed to senior police 
officers shortly afterwards. We also 
sent the document to MPs, the Home 
Office and the Commons home affairs 
committee — without response. Until 
Jo Cox’s death is fully explained to 


will not rest. 

We also question why the City of 
London police shut down the streets 
around the Old Bailey to members 
of the public, while allowing the 
lawless rabble supporting “Tommy Robinson” to threaten 
members of the public, police and media after the trial that 
led to his jailing in July (see page 7). At least the judge had 
the good sense to lock him up for nine months, although he 
is likely to be released in a matter of weeks. 

In this issue, our specialist writers and researchers’ 
report on the recent European elections, Polish nazis with 
links to Britain and developments on the far right in the 
US and Italy. As ever, we hope this material is useful to all 
those battling against racism, fascism and the far right. @ 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Greetings to TUC 


Searchlight would like to 
extend solidarity and best 
wishes to the delegates at the 
2019 TUC Congress. 

We look forward to continuing 
the fight against racism and 
fascism alongside all our friends 
in the trade union movement. 


Maurice Ludmer 
commemoration 


Searchlight wishes to hear 
from colleagues and friends 
of the late Maurice Ludmer, 
who served as editor of 
Searchlight from 1975 until 
his death at the age of 54, in 
May 1981. 

Apart from his brilliant work 
as our editor, he was a well 
known sports writer, an active 
member of the National Union 
of Journalists and a founder 
member of the Anti Nazi League. 
He also served two periods as the 
elected president of Birmingham 
Trades Council, at that time the 
largest trades council in Western 
Europe. Many will recall his 
memorable work and leadership 
alongside migrant workers’ 
leaders during the Imperial 
Typewriters and Mansfield 
Hosiery strikes. 

His family and the Searchlight 
family look forward to hearing 
from you as soon as possible. 
Please write to: Searchlight, 

PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 
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Police pay out £700,000 
to kettled anti-fascists 


ver-zealous policing of anti-fascists in 
O 2013 has come back to haunt the Met 

Police, with compensation payouts now 
reaching well over £729,000. 

On 7 September 2013, the English Defence 
League — led by “Tommy Robinson” (real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) — had announced its 
intention to stage a provocative march in Tower 
Hamlets, an east London borough with a large 
Muslim population. 

The demonstration marked the EDL’s third 
attempt to march in Tower Hamlets — all of 
them unsuccessful, as huge numbers of anti- 
fascists and local people mobilised against the 
racist and fascist thugs. 

This time, a few thousand anti-fascists 
gathered at Altab Ali Park to ensure that 
the EDL — set to arrive outside the borough 
boundary at Aldgate — would not be able to enter 
Tower Hamlets. 

During the afternoon, a group of 200 to 
300 broke away from the main anti-fascist 
protest and headed for Tower Bridge, in a bid 
to confront the fascists who were due to march 
over it. But the breakaway group was detained 
by the police and kept in a “kettle” by hundreds 


of officers in riot gear before being loaded 
onto buses and taken to several London police 
stations. 

Now the police have paid out compensation 
totalling more than £729,000 in out of court 
settlements to more than 150 anti-fascists who 
took legal action to challenge their detention. 
Many were kept for over 14 hours and released 
from police stations in the middle of the night. 

The Guardian also reported that it had seen 
internal police documents showing that two 
undercover police officers spied on anti-fascist 
campaigners at the demonstration. 

Uniformed police pretended to arrest the 
undercover officers so they could disappear, the 
documents said. 

Civil liberties campaigners were also 
concerned on the day about the detention of 
clearly identifiable legal observers among those 
arrested. 

One detained demonstrator who will not be 
able to collect any compensation from her arrest 
that day was Anna Campbell, who tragically 
died in 2018 fighting alongside Kurdish forces in 
Syria. She had joined the women’s section of the 
YPG to fight against ISIS. 
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Violent supporters attack media as 
Tommy Robinson goes back to jail 


he ongoing pantomime that 
; has been Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon’s contempt of court 
case finally concluded on 11 July with 
a guilty verdict and nine-month jail 
sentence for the man better known as 
“Tommy Robinson”. 

Shortly after word reached his 
supporters outside the court — his 
backers, the far right media figure 
Katie Hopkins and Ezra Levant, head 
of Canadian far right outlet Rebel 
Media, appeared to be live tweeting 
the court proceedings — things 
became violent. 

The City of London Police were 
better prepared than they had been 
a week earlier, when far right thugs 
had tried to storm the court. But the 
scenes were ugly all the same. Police 
in riot gear protecting the entrance 
were pelted with bottles and anything 
else that came to hand as barriers 
were overturned and the “Tommy” fan 
club exploded with rage. 

Then the mob of around 400 was 
rallied by Robinson’s right-hand man, 
convicted kidnapper Danny “Tommo” 
Thomas, before heading through the 
centre of town towards parliament. 
They attempted to push their way 
into the Royal Courts of Justice on 
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Fascist Tommy 


Robinson is now 
in jail after being 
found guilty 

of contempt 

of court. His 
supporters 
attacked 
journalists and 
others 


the Strand en route and were only 
prevented from doing so by police and 
security guards who shut the gates 
and vigorously defended them. 

On reaching parliament, the 
Robinson supporters first attempted 
to assault a group of “Remain” 
campaigners near Old Palace Yard. 
They had been warned to leave by 
journalists and police, escaping by 
the skin of their teeth as drunken 
Robinson fans attempted to block 
their vehicles. The Tommy mob 
wasted no time in setting fire to the 
campaigners’ EU flags and tearing up 
their banners after they had left. 

Then the far right thugs’ attention 
turned on a BBC camera crew doing 
a live report from College Green, 
opposite the Palace of Westminster. 
The presenter and his team were 
roughed up, with some of their 
equipment thrown around and 
damaged. 

If such scenes seem extraordinary 
and unprecedented it is worth 
remembering that this particular crew 
of racists, fascists and Islamophobes 
have good reason to feel untouchable. 

Ever since the Tommy Robinson 
circus first came to the Old Bailey 
at the start of his series of court 


hearings, they have been welcomed 
with open arms by the local 
officialdom. Applications made by 
this gang of organised racists to close 
a busy street on weekdays for a hate 
rally — complete with sizeable stage, 
giant video screens and sound system 
— have been approved each and every 
time, without any apparent objections. 

It might be expected that, given the 
well documented previous violence of 
Robinson’s supporters, giving their 
hero a rockstar-style platform outside 
his own trial might lead to disorder. 
Yet this has been allowed to carry on 
regardless. 

It is well known that Robinson and 
his travelling show have received 
funding from overseas extremists, 
including Levant’s Rebel Media and 
the US-based “thinktank” the Middle 
East Forum. 

Interestingly, Alan Ayling (aka 
“Alan Lake”, one of the original 
backers of Robinson’s English Defence 
League, has also been in attendance 
for some of his court dates. 

But why the City of London 
Corporation feels the need to facilitate 
and boost the fortunes of fascist 
Tommy Robinson by allowing the full 
stage set-up remains a mystery. 
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Bickering amid 
new beginnings 


Renewed squabbling has broken out among the would-be leaders on Britain's far 
right scene as they consider new alignments and their next moves, says Sally Shaw 


he past few months have seen some of 

Britain’s most committed nazis crawling out 

from under their rocks, believing that after 

years of being marginalised by UKIP it will 

soon be time for the “real” far right to get 
back in business. For once, however, their most serious 
opponents are not only on the left. What truly worries 
the British far right is that some of the authorities are at 
last taking them seriously and are no longer prepared to 
tolerate flagrant defiance of the law. 

A year after being jailed for an openly racist speech in 
Whitehall, Jeremy “Jez” Bedford-Turner, who runs the 
regular far right gathering known as the London Forum, 
is at liberty and considering his next move. The forum has 
been dead since he was belatedly brought to justice and it 
seems unlikely that it can be restarted in its old form. 

For one thing, many of the international extremists 
Bedford-Turner would like to invite to the forum would 
no longer make it past UK border security. Veteran white 
supremacists like Jared Taylor of American Renaissance 


In May’s local elections former BNP 
councillor Julian Leppert won a council 
seat for the For Britain party in Epping 
Forest, while another FB councillor was 
elected in Hartlepool 


are banned from setting foot in Europe — and others might 
not dare to risk it. Bedford-Turner himself is known to 

be concerned about breaching his release conditions and 
being returned to jail. 

Another difficulty is that while Bedford-Turner had his 
feet up behind bars, his erstwhile comrades were pursuing 
one of the bitterest internal rows that even the British 
fascist movement — no stranger to internecine disputes — 
has ever experienced. A much smaller and even madder 
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umbrella group, Keep Talking, mainly composed of elderly 
conspiracy theorists, has already been affected by the bust- 
up, as have the National Front and Western Spring. 

Obsessive Holocaust denier Alison Chabloz is behind 
the bother. Ms Chabloz just loves attention, especially if, 
while seizing the limelight, she can put other nazi noses 
out of joint. Her rivals blame Chabloz for the chaos that 
overshadowed the last far right get-together held by Robert 
Faurisson, a godfather of Holocaust denial. Maybe this 
prompted his early despatch to Valhalla, just a day after the 
row. Do London’s latter-day Hitler fans have reason to be 
paranoid? We couldn’t possibly say. But we can assure them 
that neither Chabloz nor Bedford-Turner is working for us. 

The immediate problem for Bedford-Turner and his 
London Forum chums is whether to include Chabloz in 
their forthcoming plans. If they do, then Chabloz’s many 
enemies among hardcore British nazis might launch the 
most serious internal attack since a dissident NF member 
threw an axe through the window at a Yorkshire unity 
meeting 30 years ago. 

But if Chabloz gets frozen out, she might turn into a 
dangerously hostile element, joining forces with Bedford- 
Turner’s most vitriolic enemies, former British National 
Party leader Nick Griffin and ex-UKIP candidate and 
BNP member Jack Sen. Word is that Griffin and Sen are 
preparing to launch a new movement some time this 
autumn, funded by Griffin’s old pal, the Italian Roberto 
Fiore — yet another middle-aged fascist who in his youth 
had mysterious ties to European intelligence agencies. 

The new Griffin project’s continental backers are also 
likely to include recently defeated MEP Udo Voigt of the 
German neo-nazi party the NPD. Compared with these, 
the British backers are an unimpressive bunch. Along with 
Sen will be London porn baron and former BNP organiser 
Steve Squire, last seen being punched into the gutter by 
his former comrade Eddy Butler. Also joining the gang are 
regular Sen associates Eddy O’Sullivan from Manchester 
and Carl Mason from Worcester. 

In Bedford-Turner’s absence, his deputy “Stead” 
Steadman, an eccentric artist and Odinist whose far right 
activism goes back to the 1980s “political soldier” faction 
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of the NF, has been the main organiser of European 
networking for what’s left of the London Forum. Steadman 
regularly meets with London-based members of the 

Italian fascist group CasaPound, as well as the hard end 

of the alt-right represented by Swedish and Finnish far 
right conferences such as the Scandza Forum. It was 

while travelling to one such conference that American 
Renaissance’s Jared Taylor was unceremoniously booted 
back to Virginia. 

The NF continues to stumble from one embarrassment 
to the next. At least four current or former NF officials are 
now fighting for the fiihrership: chair Tony Martin, his 
immediate predecessor Kev Bryan, deputy chair Jordan 
Pont and former BNP whizzkid Kevin Layzell. One or more 
of these might be persuaded to defect either to the new 
Griffin group or to the newest entrant in the racist stakes — 
For Britain. 

FB was started by Islamophobe Anne Marie Waters after 
she failed to become UKIP leader. In May’s local elections 
former BNP councillor Julian Leppert won a council seat 
for the party in Epping Forest, Essex, while another FB 
councillor was elected in Hartlepool. 

Waters could be the biggest winner from UKIP’s disastrous 
European election results, because these will terminate not 
only Gerard Batten’s leadership but also his experiment with 
extreme Muslim-baiting. Whoever succeeds Batten will surely 
abandon both his flirtation with “Tommy Robinson” and 
his post-English Defence League street movement and his 
tolerance of YouTube’s nastiest bigots. 


Cronies 


In the big political playground this might not matter as 
UKIP was already irrelevant. But within fringe extremist 
politics, it opens up space for Waters at exactly the 
moment of her first electoral success. Yet FB’s strongest 
local branch is also its biggest problem. Eddy Butler in 
Epping Forest is surrounded by ex-BNP cronies, from new 
councillor Julian Leppert and convicted bomber Tony 
Lecomber to former Enfield activist Tony Avery, who has 
been behind the camera for dozens of racist, neo-nazi and 
antisemitic videos, including a recent Holocaust denial 
epic released in tribute to Robert Faurisson. 

Waters likes to proclaim that For Britain is only opposed 
to “Islamic extremism”. How then does she explain the 
presence of one of her key activists at a gathering in Vichy 
of Europe’s top neo-nazis — before he returned to Epping 
Forest to sip champagne with the leader and her newly 
elected councillor? 

Judging from his behaviour at an England football 
match in Portugal at the start of June, Tommy Robinson 
(real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) might decide to return 
to football hooliganism and give up electoral politics after 
his stint in jail. 

But if he does stay in the election business, we could see 
him seek an alliance with Waters. If that happens, there 
won't be room at the top table for both Tommy and Eddy. 
The far right’s fastest growing party — and potentially a 
dangerous one — might yet split just at the moment when it 
could realise its potential. e 
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For Britain 
leader Anne 
Marie Waters 
(top) could make 
a breakthrough, 
while ex-BNP 
leader Nick 
Griffin (centre) 

is cooking up a 
new scheme and 
Jeremy Bedford- 
Turner reappears 
after his recent 
stint as a guest of 
Her Majesty 
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hat links an 
international 
nazi publishing 
house, Russian 
intelligence 
services and a British far right group 
presided over by a former Tory peer? 
The connections are not merely 
overlapping political interests, but 
a real — if shadowy — organisation, 
called Katehon. Let’s look at how the 
pieces fit together. 
In May 2017 Searchlight 
published on its website a lengthy 
introduction to Arktos Media, the 
largest international nazi publishing 
house. We had for some years been 
exposing Arktos and its connection to 
the Traditional Britain Group, which 
grew out of the old ultra-Tory Monday 
Club. But we were a little surprised 
to see TBG vice-president Gregory 
Lauder-Frost appointed as director of 
Arktos’s branch in Britain. 


Lauder-Frost was a longtime British the TBG's 
extremist and one of the key players in Gregory Lauder- 
organisations on the British far right, Frost (below, 
ranging from the Monday Club to left) with Clive 
Western Goals, which was created in the Derby-Lewis 
US but whose followers had engaged and (main 
in murderous actions in Latin America picture) Russian 
and were linked to the assassination president 

Vladimir Putin 


of South African anti-apartheid leader 
Chris Hani. 

Hani was killed by Janusz Walus, 
a Polish far right extremist, with the 
murder weapon passed through a 
Western Goals network in South Africa. 
It was South African Conservative Party 
MP Clive Derby-Lewis, now deceased, 
who had given him the gun. Derby- 
Lewis was also very closely connected to 
two leading lights in the Monday Club, 
before it became the TBG: Lauder-Frost 
and Lord Sudeley, its president, who 
once invited Derby-Lewis to a reception 
at the House of Lords. 
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Katehon links: 


Lauder-Frost liked to pose as a 
respectable British patriot when he 
had in fact served a year in prison 
for robbing his former employer, the 
NHS, of money. His sentence had 
originally been two years, but was 
reduced to one on appeal. 

Within days of his appointment 
at Arktos, Lauder-Frost was invited 
to become a member of a Russian 
thinktank — Katehon. 

Were the two connected because 
of the close links between Russian 
intelligence and Arktos? It took us just 
a short time to realise that Katehon 
was run and populated by senior 
officers of the KGB, the Soviet security 
agency up to 1991, and the GRU, 
Russia’s military intelligence body. 

It had been set up by Konstantin 
Malofeev, with his associates, after he 


had retired from service in the section 
of Russian intelligence dealing with 
international operations. 

We wondered why Lauder-Frost 
should have been given such an 
invitation. Was it because the 
president of the TBG, Lord Sudeley, 
already had a Russian connection 
through his wife, Tatiana Dudina? 

In 2010 the Londoner’s Diary 
column in the Evening Standard 
wrote, “Hats off to Lord Sudeley, 

71, who on Monday is getting 
married for a third time. His new, 
younger bride is Dr Tatiana Dudina, 
who is a philologist. Sudeley lists 

his recreations in Who’s Who as 
‘ancestor worship’ and ‘cultivating his 
sensibility’; his bride used to work for 
the KGB but became a British subject 
early in 2008.” 
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+The Katehon 
connection 


Vladimir Putin’s Russia has cultivated links across the international far right. And those 


connections reach into Britain too. Gerry Gable and Alexei Ivanov investigate 


The diary column added, “Shortly 
afterwards she was seen at a dinner 
party, dressed in black leather and 
shrieking with laughter because she 
had had to swear allegiance to the 
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Queen. Her name then disappeared 
from the internet, upon which she had 
been advertising to find a marriage 
partner. The legend at Brooks’s Club 
is that she achieved what no nanny, 
wife or mistress ever managed. She 
made the 7th Baron ‘eat his greens’.” 

Not only did Dudina work for the 
KGB, but her father was a colonel, 
Boris Dudin. She studied at the 
faculty of philology at Moscow State 
University, a favourite place for 
aspiring KGB officers. 

As Russia has become more and 
more intrusive in Britain we looked 
again at both Lauder-Frost and 
Katehon — and more interesting 
clues emerged about his Russian 
connection. In 1991 he was involved in 
a Russian company called Korostovetz 
(Russia) & Co. 

His co-director was Valya Elizabeth 
Schooling, the daughter of Kyril 
Korostovetz, a Russian spy who 
became active in the 1930s as a spy for 
Hitler’s Germany. A search of Britain’s 
National Archives revealed reports 
on her father running to around 200 
pages. 

In 2014, Katehon’s Malofeev met 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, the founder of 
the French fascist Front National 
party, and helped Le Pen’s political 
funding association Cotelec (which 
was used to lend funds for electoral 
campaigns) to receive €2m from 
Vernonsia Holdings, a Cyprus- 
registered offshoot of the Investment 
Company of Vnesheconombank (or 


mg KATEHON 


VEB Capital) which, in its turn, is 

a 100% subsidiary company of the 
Russian state corporation “Bank of 
Development and Foreign Economic 
Affairs” (or Vnesheconombank). 

At that time, the general director 
of VEB Capital was Yuriy Kudimov, 
whom Malofeev had known since at 
least 2010 when they both served 
on the board of directors of Russian 
communications giant Rostelecom. 

Malofeev has 51% control of the 
Saint Basil the Great Charitable 
Foundation, Marshall Capital 
Partners, the Safe Internet League 
and Tsargrad Conglomerate Gilroy 
Trading Limited (Cyprus). 

At the end of May 2014, Malofeev 
convened a secret meeting in Vienna. 
Several of the participants in the 
meeting were identified: the FN’s 
Marion Maréchal-Le Pen and Aymeric 
Chauprade, Russian fascist Aleksandr 
Dugin and the ultranationalist painter 
Ilya Glazunov, and the leadership of 
the far right Freedom Party of Austria 
(FPO) — Heinz-Christian Strache, 
Johann Gudenus and Johann Herzog. 

Also present were Bulgarian fascist 
party Ataka’s leader Volen Siderov, 
Prince Sixtus Henry of Bourbon- 
Parma and Serge de Pahlen, president 
of the Swiss financial company Edifin 
Services. The participants discussed 
how to “save Europe from liberalism 
and the ‘satanic’ gay lobby”. 

Then, at the end of 2014, Malofeev’s 
associates launched the Katehon 
thinktank to promote far right 
ideas and conspiracy theories in the 
West, Russia and the Arab world. 
Presided over by Malofeev himself, 
the supervisory board of Katehon 
featured notable figures such as Dugin 
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(who left Katehon in 2017), Leonid 
Reshetnikov, presidential advisor 
Sergey Glazyev and Andrey Klimov, 
a senior member of the ruling United 
Russia party and deputy head of the 
foreign affairs committee of Russia’s 
Federation Council, the upper house of 
its parliament. 

Although he denies it, Malofeev 
appears to be a brief sponsor, 
from August to October 2014, of a 
Belarusian citizen called Alyaksandr 
Usovsky who has been engaged in 
orchestrating anti-Ukrainian activities 
in Slovakia and Poland through fringe 
far right movements — although it is 
not clear what particular activities 
Malofeev might have funded. 


Ideology 


Aleksandr Dugin, meanwhile, is 

one of the leading influences on 

the international far right. Despite 
having the support of Russian 
president Vladimir Putin for his 
work, differences later developed 
over Dugin’s promotion of National 
Bolshevism ideology. As a result, 
Dugin was removed from his post 

as a university professor, only to be 
reinstated by Putin as he published a 
series of books moving away from his 
early ideas and falling into line with 
Putin’s worldview. 

Dugin’s publisher for four of his 
books was Arktos Media, the close 
partner of the TBG that now has 
Lauder-Frost heading up its British 
arm. The latest and most influential 
of these books, The Fourth Political 
Theory, promotes the concept of 
Eurasia. 

Dugin’s main early influence 
came from the works of Hitler’s pet 
philosopher Martin Heidegger. He 
attended a high-level international 
nazi conference in London in the 
1980s, when he was still preaching 
National Bolshevism, and built up a 
close connection with Troy Southgate, 
who had picked up a conviction for 
violence as a young National Front 
activist and later for several years 
helped to run a far right discussion 
group, alongside people who moved 
on to the London Forum or the 
TBG. During this period Dugin was 
a speaker at another London-based 
international conference, which many 
TBG members attended. 
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Aleksandr Dugin, 
the Russian 
ideologue with 
close ties to Putin, 
is pictured on the 
Katehon website 


Southgate now lives in Portugal, 
but others influenced by Dugin are 
also published by Arktos Media. They 
include Kerry Bolton, the satanist nazi 
who ran the Order of the Nine Angles 
in New Zealand. 

It is likely that Dugin will remain a 
key player as long as Putin has control 
of Russia and wants to extend his 
influence eastwards into Asia, using 
Dugin’s writings alongside his military 
alliances in Syria and elsewhere. 

In 2014 Searchlight’s Russia expert 
Anton Shekhovtsov started to write 
regular reports on the connections 
between Putin and the international 
far right. 

We published an article about a 
young Russian student at the London 
School of Economics, Anastasia 
Kayumova. One of Searchlight’s 
readers spotted the names of several 
British fascists on her website, among 
a contact list of about 100 names. 

As we read on through Katehon’s 
online material, we came across Manual 
Ochsenreiter — a man in whom we were 
already very interested — reporting for 
the thinktank regularly. He was the 
editor of Zuerst, a glossy post-war Nazi 
magazine in Germany, financed by an 
old Nazi millionaire. 

Ochsenreiter had popped up on 
Russia’s RT UK media channel, 
where he was introduced as a German 
journalist. After two or three weeks he 
appeared again, this time described 


as RT’s German reporter — still with 
no mention of his Nazi magazine 
connection. Two or three months later 
he made a third appearance, this time 
described as RT’s Syria expert, as he 
had a personal connection to president 
Assad. 

Ochsenreiter has also turned up 
in the company of senior Russian 
intelligence officers at international 
conferences attended by well known 
leading politicians and people in the 
pay of Iran and Syria who promote 
these regimes in the West. 

Katehon clearly has some strange 
sources, to say the least. But we are 
particularly concerned by Lauder- 
Frost’s close links with both Katehon 
and Arktos Media, while Sudeley also 
has Russian connections in the shape 
of two successive Russian wives. 

So Searchlight would now like to 
ask Britain’s newly formed counter- 
intelligence police and security service 
unit — which has changed its priority 
targets to include the TBG — whether 
it will interview Lauder-Frost and ask 
him about his employment connection 
with Arktos Media. 

We think the unit might wish to 
know how much Lauder-Frost is 
being paid for his Arktos directorship 
— and by what financial channel the 
payment is being made. We also think 
the intelligence unit might be keen to 
know what arrangements he has with 
Katehon. ® 
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Still on the shelf 


Retail giant Amazon was pulled up when nazi and Holocaust denial literature was 
found for sale on its website. Jerry Goldman asks why these books remain available 


wide range of nazi, antisemitic, Holocaust 

denial and racist books are easily available 

through online retail giant Amazon — 

and remain so despite complaints to the 

bookseller over several years. Its response 
was to suggest that anyone who did not like what the 
company was selling should go elsewhere, while pointing 
out that it retained some of the toughest lawyers in the 
world. For anti-fascists, this makes taking legal action 
against Amazon either completely impossible or far too 
great a financial risk. 

More than two years ago, in February 2017, The 
Independent reported that Amazon was selling books 
promoting Holocaust denial and far right propaganda, 
highlighting titles such as The Myth of Extermination of 
the Jews and Holocaust: The Greatest Lie Ever Told. Some 
of these titles had received four-star reviews, no doubt 
from appreciative nazis. 

Gideon Falter, chair of the Campaign Against 
Antisemitism, told The Independent at the time: “Every 
day, Amazon promotes a selection of literature advocating 
Holocaust denial and Jew hatred. Anybody searching 
Amazon for books about the Holocaust, including children 
working on school projects, will inevitably be shown 
Amazon’s squalid cesspool of neo-nazi titles.” 


Profiting 


Falter added that while Amazon’s conditions prohibited 
the sale of offensive material, these titles were described 
as “dispatched and sold by Amazon”. The retailer was 
“profiting from the trade in titles promoting Holocaust 
denial and antisemitic conspiracy myths”, he said. 

Although Amazon removed such books from its online 
store in countries where Holocaust denial is illegal, they 
remain available to shoppers in Britain. Many are available 
cheaply as Kindle editions, but some of the “historical” or 
rare printed books carry high prices. 

We understand that leaders of religious and minority 
ethnic communities have also asked Amazon to desist from 
being party to the abuse and hatred contained in these 
books and that Amazon did remove a small number of titles. 

But Searchlight recently took another look and found 
that hundreds of disgusting titles — historic and current 
— were still available to purchasers in Britain. There 
were authors from the early days of racial eugenics, the 
designers of the Nazis’ “Final Solution” and books by 
modern-day fascists, white supremacists, Holocaust 
deniers and far right political activists. 

Here, we list just a few of the books we have found on 
Amazon that help spread nazi ideology and racist hatred 
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around the world. There were many, many more. This 

sort of propaganda has led to violence and even deaths. 
Because of its size Amazon has the power to ignore 
complaints and do as it pleases. But power needs to be 
exercised with responsibility - something that Amazon has 
so far been unwilling to recognise. ® 
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Classroom 

By Julius Streicher, founder of 
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By Raheem Kassam, key figure in 
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with links to Gl 


The Leuchter Report 
By Fred Leuchter, Holocaust 
denier 
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of the Final Solution, 
who was hanged after 
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Nazis and far right activists from Poland have proved more than ready to join up with 
their British counterparts, with a handful associated even with National Action, the 
group banned under anti-terrorism laws. Jacob Fleming investigates 


Poland’s fascists and 


ritain and Ireland are the most popular 

destinations for emigrants from Poland 

because most people in Poland learn English at 

school. There are around half a million Polish 

immigrants in Britain — down from 700,000 
two years ago, as many have returned to Poland due to the 
upturn in the country’s economy and widespread fears over 
the status of EU nationals in Britain after Brexit. Among 
this substantial Polish immigrant population is a very 
small number of far right extremists, including nazis and 
criminals, who actively support the local far right scene in 
Britain. 

In recent years we have heard about Poles associated 
with various nationalist groups. These include Polska 
Niepodlegta (Independent Poland) and hardcore nazi 
group NOP (National Revival of Poland), which also has a 
branch in Britain. Polish far right activists have sometimes 
acted on their own account, as with the violent attack on 
people attending a community music festival in Markfield 
Park, Tottenham, north London in 2014. The park is used 
by the multiracial local community, including black and 
Asian people and Charedi Jewish residents. The attack was 
launched by up to 50 members of Zjednoczeni Emigranci 
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A display by 


Zjednoczeni 
Emigranci, the 
organisation 
behind the 
attack ona 
community 
music festival in 
Markfield Park 


(United Emigrants), which at the time had a much larger 
Facebook following. 

Nazi activists have also been active in Patriae Fidelis, 
led by Jerzy Byczyiski, who was a speaker at the 2013 
conference of Polish fascist organisation Ruch Narodowy. 
We need to look more closely at the reasons behind the 
organisation of a Polish far right network in Britain, in 
cooperation with British fascists, since 2003. 

There are a number of interesting individuals from 
Poland who are active inside the British fascist and far 
right movement, including in Blood & Honour and the 
now-banned National Action. And there are Polish far right 
activists who are close to UKIP and to “Tommy Robinson” 
(real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon). 


Security 


A group of Polish fascists calling themselves the Polish 
division of the Democratic Football Lads Alliance have been 
photographed providing security for both Robinson and 
recently departed UKIP leader Gerard Batten. They include 
nazi Tomasz Gawdziakowski, whose collection of tattoos 
includes a swastika on his chest. Gawdziakowski comes from 
Chorz6w and used to be leader of a little group that called 
itself Blood & Honour Division Polonia or Aryan Strikeforce. 
It was in touch with the Aryan Strikeforce of Josh “Hatchet” 
Steever, along with the French and Serbian branches of 
Combat 18. They were rivals to the official Polish Blood & 
Honour chapter. Gawdziakowski and his group are also 
hooligans associated with the Ruch Chorzow football club. 
Dawid Czerwonko and Radostaw Rekke were both 
activists who were close to NA, as was the British branch 
of the NOP. Czerwonko made the British press in 2016 
as “a Brexit activist” who stole a cap from comedian and 
campaigner Eddie Izzard. But Czerwonko was also active in 
the international nazi group Misanthropic Division, which 
is linked to recruitment to Ukraine’s fascist Azov battalion. 
He is now barred from Britain. After returning to Poland 
he started distributing nazi propaganda and clothing 
from the Walknvt brand, which is associated with the 
Misanthropic Division. But his business did not go well, 
with customers accusing him of stealing money. Now he is 
keeping a low profile as his creditors are looking for him. 
Rekke lived in Liverpool before returning to Poland 
last year. He is associated with Zadruga, a nazi-pagan 
group active in Wroclaw where he met members of this 
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their British pals 


demonstration with Italian fascist Roberto Fiore and 
Spanish fascist Manuel Canduela. He is also a friend of 
Mateusz Kukowski, a central figure in the Forza Nuova 
party, and Olgierd Lipnicki, an old skinhead who became 


Poland’s Tomasz 
Gawdziakowski 
(left) on security 


duty with Tommy a welcome guest at far right events after finishing a jail 
Robinson sentence for trafficking young women as sex-slaves in 2016. 
Partyka, Lipnicki and Kukowski come from Gdansk and 
they are old friends , along with other nazis who appear 
both in Britain and internationally at Blood & Honour 
meetings and football riots. 
Przemystaw Socha, a football hooligan of the Zagtebie 
Sosnowiec club, who is linked to nazi gangs, was detained 
in 2017 for running brothels at homes in Maidstone and 
pan-Slavic and pro-Russian organisation along with some Gillingham, Kent. Socha also has a car dealership and 
Blood & Honour supporters. tattoo business in Poland. Meanwhile Norman Misarko, 
Other Polish activists connected to NA include Michal a nazi from Bialystok linked to Blood & Honour, who is 
Szewcezuk and Oskar Dunn-Koczorowski, who were wanted for criminal activities, spent many years in Britain, 
members of the NA spin-off called the Sonnenkrieg safely out of the reach of the law in Poland. He committed 
Division. The two teenagers were jailed in June this year a robbery in 2006, then escaped to Britain and decided 
for inciting acts of terrorism against a range of targets. to live there until his case expired. After 12 years, he 
A dangerous Polish nazi gang was also involved in a announced that he would return to Poland. * 


tiny demonstration called by the North West Infidels in 
Liverpool in February 2016. The Polish group included 
known drug dealer Marcin Reekus, Pawel Starzynski, e 

Lukasz Pietraszek and Michal Nalepka who later all Putt ng a na me to a fa ce 
admitted violent disorder — all except Nalepka were jailed. 
Pietraszek was linked to the Ogniwo association and 

far right “historian” Tomasz Panfil from the Institute of 
National Remembrance in Poland. 


Revisionist 


Panfil is known as a historical revisionist who claims that 
Jews were in a better situation than Poles during the early 
part of the German occupation. Another member of the 
group, Starzynski, claimed at his trial that he could not be 
a nazi as his supposed grandfather, Stefan Starzynski, was 
the mayor of Warsaw killed by Hitler’s Nazis in the Second 
World War. But Stefan Starzynski had no children. 
Another group of Polish nazis active in Britain are those 
who are either connected with the organised criminal 
scene or stayed abroad because they were wanted at home 
in Poland. These include “Lucas Cox” (real name Lokasz 
Drozd) and Szymon Partyka, who are active in London. 
It should be noted that Partyka lived in Spain not long 
ago and was seen in Warsaw on the independence day 


This nazi featured on the 
cover of the Winter 2018 issue 
of Searchlight after he joined 
last November's fascist-led 
independence day demo in 
Warsaw. Now we know his 
name. 

He is Grzegorz Horodko, 
also known as “Sledziu”, and is 
understood to have very close 
links with Blood & Honour. 

Horodko comes from Gdansk, 
but travels to Britain - where he 
presumably picked up the poppy 
on his jacket - and at one time was 
thought to be living in Norway. 
In London he was friends with 
Szymon Partyka (see main story). 
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The urgent need to stop catastrophic climate change has been taken up by school 
children around the world. But the far right knows better, as Anna Morgan finds out 


limate change and the dangers it presents 
are a matter of widespread concern to the 
public and politicians internationally — with 
campaigning for action to prevent disaster 
spearheaded by school students around 
the world. But on the far right, climate change denial, 
obfuscation and attacks on so-called “climate fanaticism” 
are increasingly prevalent. 

Not to be left behind, the far right Traditional Britain 
Group invited Christopher Monckton, aka the Viscount 
Monckton of Brenchley, to address this theme at its 2019 
annual dinner in May. 

The event, organised by TBG vice-president Gregory 
Lauder-Frost and his colleagues, took place at the * 
prestigious Amba Hotel on the Strand, central London, 
which appears to be the favoured venue of the group these 
days. This formal black-tie dinner attracted a large number 
of attendees, who occupied a large and sumptuous set of 
rooms on the first floor in order to enjoy a three-course 
menu followed by Monckton’s speech. 

It appeared that there was a full house as there were few 
empty places at the five round-table groups in the main 
dining area, with at least 70 participants present — and 
the TBG claimed its event was sold out. In recent years 
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Christopher 
Monckton 

thinks “climate 
fanaticism” could 
destroy the West. 
Meanwhile, those 
polar icecaps 
really are melting 


the group has become increasingly concerned about those 
attending, something that has been reflected in tighter 
security measures and increased vetting. “As ever to manage 
the smooth running of the event, the TBG reserves the right 
to restrict attendee bookings at our complete discretion,” the 
TBG announced. “Those who we are unfamiliar with may be 
asked to demonstrate their bona fides. Your continuing to 
book outlines your consent to this.” 

On its website the TBG offered a glowing profile of 
Monckton, noting that he was “a former adviser to 
Margaret Thatcher” as well as a “much-published expert on 
the climate question”. 

Monckton is “recognised internationally as one of the 
world’s leading experts on the climate question”, it claimed. 
“He has several peer-reviewed papers on climate published 
in learned journals. He has given powerful, informative and 
always entertaining speeches, lectures and physics-faculty 
seminars on climate change all over the world.” 

Monckton’s speech covered the theme, “Climate 
fanaticism — a strategic threat that the West can now 
neutralise”. A warning note or two first sounded in the 
published preview of his speech. “Totalitarian factions 
throughout the West are the arch-promoters of the notion 
of catastrophic manmade global warming,” it fulminated. 
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For example, Monckton has been a regular guest speaker 
at the “Camp Constitution” Christian nationalist youth 
summer camps held in the US, which are organised by 
one Hal Shurtleff. He is a former regional director of the 
John Birch Society, a far right, anti-UN advocacy group 
promoting a conspiracy theory that the UN’s advocacy 
of environmental sustainability is a plot to put in place a 
world government. 

To give a taste of what these camps are about, the 
environmental investigator Graham Redfearn recently 
wrote on the Desmog UK website: “Each morning at Camp 
Constitution’s summer camp, the kids and parents go off 
to classes while staff members do a room inspection. “What 
we look for is not just cleanliness, but a patriotic and Godly 
theme,’ says camp director Hal Shurtleff in a video of the 
2016 camp.” 

The camp’s rooms — named after “places of refuge in 
the Old Testament” — are covered with US nationalistic 
garlands and flags, with a “Make America Great Again” hat 
also on display. Children were encouraged to take quotes 
they had learned from camp classes and turn them into 
posters. One encourages the UN to keep out, Desmog UK 


reported. 
In an interview Shurtleff explained, “We have classes 

“Through their near-total control of both traditional and on the Deep State, exposing the New World Order, getting 
digital news media as well as of increasingly powerful but out of the United Nations, the global warming hoax, and 
entirely unelected supranational institutions they have I would say few camp attendees accept the official story 
succeeded in bullying governments of all parties into a of 9/11. I happened to be in the air when it happened and 
panicky acceptance that carbon dioxide is a pollutant when actually flew out of the same terminal at Boston’s Logan 
in reality it is plant food — essential nourishment for all Airport as some of the hijackers.” 
animal life, including our own species...” Shurtleffs conspiracy theorising appears not to have 

Then the reds under the beds appeared. “Patrick put Monckton off. Camp Constitution recently announced 
Moore, a founder of Greenpeace, has pointed out that that Monckton would “return to its 11th annual family 
when the Berlin Wall came down the international- camp”, which was set to start on 28 July, in Pittsfield, 


Socialist totalitarians moved into Greenpeace and suchlike 
environmental organisations, took them over, drove 
out those of their founders who did not subscribe to 


Communist doctrines, and repurposed those organisations ‘Climate fanaticism has been driven , 


to ad Cc i der th fig leaf of : 
ee organised and promoted by the 
SCO es een Feeney ae Pena es totalitarian far left, with the explicit 
climate fanaticism has been driven, organised and 
promoted by the totalitarian far left, with the explicit obj e ctive of de str oying the fr ee do ‘ae 
; and often-stated objective of destroying the freedom, . > 
democracy and prosperity of the West.” democracy and prosperity of the West 


This theme underpinned Monckton’s address to the TBG 
dinner, alongside discussion of his most recent scientific 
research in the area and a fuller outline of the nature of 


this supposedly fraudulent environmental campaigning; Massachusetts. Monckton is scheduled to teach classes on 

placing it in the context of a wider globalist agenda. the history of the EU and the Brexit movement, as well as 

Additionally Monckton discussed what a conservative free market economics. “Last year, Lord Monckton gave 

environmentalism would look like instead. classes on the US Constitution, and the climate change 
To the dinner guests, this presented a welcome antidote hoax,” the Camp Constitution website noted. 

to the climate change protests that had recently taken place Considering that Monckton was seen at a large Brexit 

in central London, organised by School Strike for Climate Party rally in London before the recent European 

Change and Extinction Rebellion, which were referenced Parliament elections, his associations may raise concerns 

in Monckton’s speech. Dig a little deeper, however, and about the policies of the Brexit Party, as well as about 

an even darker side to Monckton’s climate change denial the true allegiances and alliances of the TBG and its 

positioning becomes apparent. participants. 
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Fascist and far right parties made big gains in the EU elections. Here, Tash Shifrin 
and Martin Smith analyse the results and provide a guide to the key players 


f Europe looked to be 

increasingly in the grip of far 

right and fascist politics before 

the EU elections, held in May 

this year, it looked even worse 
afterwards — although there were a 
few more positive results. 

In Denmark, the main far right 
party’s vote slumped, while in a 
few countries there was a change of 
hands as the far right vote split or was 
redirected to a new rival party. 

But in country after country, the 
election showed the consolidation or 
strengthening of the far right vote. 
While mainstream commentators 
tried to downplay the far right’s 
results, we believe this is dangerously 
complacent. 

In this special feature, we offer an 
overview of the results and a guide to 
the key far right and fascist parties 
involved in the elections. The material 
draws on our full guide to fascism and 
the far right in Europe, which also 
includes groups operating outside 
parliament on the streets, as well as 
non-EU countries, and is published at 
dreamdeferred.org.uk. 

Mainstream commentators have 
put a lot of focus on the mechanics of 
the European Parliament, consoling 
themselves with the fact that the far 
right has been unable to form a single 
coherent EU parliamentary group. 

This is a weak argument. The real 
issue is that the support for fascist and 
far right politics has grown. It’s true 
that the newly formed Identity and 
Democracy group in the European 
Parliament brings together only 73 
MEPs, one less than the Greens. But 
a range of other fascist and far right 
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parties — from Hungary’s Fidesz and 
Poland’s PiS to Spain’s VOX and 

the Italian FdI, a party descended 
from Mussolini’s fascists — have 
spread themselves among the other 
parliamentary groups. They haven’t 
disappeared. 

Nor have those parties — including 
the Brexit Party, Greece’s Golden 
Dawn and Hungarian fascists Jobbik 
— that remain outside the group 
system as so-called “non inscrits”. 

Anti-racists and anti-fascists should 
not hide from the grim realities of 
the election results. There’s no way to 
tackle the rise of the far right if you 
pretend it isn’t really happening. 

In France, Marine Le Pen’s glossy 
but still fascist Rassemblement 
National (formerly the Front National) 
took first place. Its vote fell marginally 
in percentage terms — from 24.86% 
in 2014 to 23.31% this time. But in 
real numbers, the party increased its 
support, from 4.3 million votes to 5.3 
million — a record high for the party in 
European elections. 

Italy’s Lega party saw its vote shoot 
up more than five-fold, rocketing from 
6.2% in 2014 to 34.33% in May. This 
has hugely strengthened leader Matteo 
Salvini’s powerful position as deputy 
prime minister and interior minister. 

In Germany, the AfD’s vote share 
rose from 7.1% to 11%. Poland’s ruling 
PiS party made dramatic gains as its 
vote soared from 31.78% to 45.56%. 
Sweden and Finland have also seen 
a rising vote for their fascist and far 
right parties. 

In Belgium the fascist Viaams 
Belang achieved a nearly three-fold 
rise in its vote from 4.26% to 12.05%. 
And in Slovakia, Marian Kotleba’s 
fascist L’SNS put itself firmly on 
the European scene, with its vote 
rocketing from just 1.73% to 12.1%. 

Spain’s VOX party took 6.22%, up 
from 1.6% in 2014. 

Austria’s FPO saw a small drop in 
its vote from 19.7% to 17.2% — but 
this was not a bad result for the party, 
given that leader Heinz-Christian 
Strache had been forced to resign 
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as Austria’s vice-chancellor amid a 
scandal just days before the poll. 
And in Britain, despite the derisory 
performance of fascist “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon) in the North West, and UKIP’s 
loss of all its seats following its tie-up 
with Robinson last year, Nigel Farage’s 
Brexit Party stormed the polls, taking 
31.69% of the vote — even higher than 
the 27.5% UKIP took last time after a 
huge surge under Farage’s leadership. 


Fall 


Some relief was provided by 
Denmark, the only country that saw a 
really dramatic fall in support for the 
far right as the Danish People’s Party 
vote crashed from 26.6% to 10.7%. It 
also lost its place in government in 
Denmark’s general election in June. 

But even here there is a caveat: 
during its time as part of the ruling 
coalition, the party was able to drive 
through some of the most restrictive 
immigration policies in Europe. 

Denmark’s shift to the centre-left 
in both the EU and general elections 
came after the Social Democrats — who 
now form the government — made an 
explicit move towards anti-immigrant 
policies in a bid to steal the DPP’s 
clothes. The far right party’s own 
vote has fallen but it has succeeded in 
dragging mainstream politics towards 
its position. 

Elsewhere, the results saw a shift 
of the vote between far right parties. 
In Hungary, it was good to see fascist 
Jobbik’s vote go down. But at the same 
time the increasingly authoritarian 
ruling Fidesz’s vote went up. 

In Greece, the fascist vote usually 
scooped up by Golden Dawn was 
split almost evenly this time with 
the new Greek Solution party. In the 
Netherlands, far right posterboy Geert 
Wilders saw his PVV vote plummet 
from 13.3% to just 3.5% — but there 
was no cause to celebrate as rival far 
right party FvD took another 10.9%. 

The general tide is still moving 
strongly rightwards across the 
continent. And while there are local 
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rivalries, the success of far right or 
fascist parties in one country builds 
confidence elsewhere. The gains made 
in the electoral field also boost the 
confidence of the racist and fascist 
streetfighters. 

This is a fluid and still developing 
far right scene, where foul politics 
seep from the nazi end of the 
spectrum into the rest of the far right 
and even into mainstream politics. 

It is worth bearing in mind that 
the openly nazi-loving EKRE party of 
Estonia is now a key member of the 
Identity and Democracy group — a 
formal ally of Salvini’s Lega, the AfD 
and of Le Pen’s RN — the party that has 
done so much to pioneer a modern, 
“respectable” electoral face for fascism. 


Following huge successes in the 2017 
general election the far right FPO 
(Freedom Party of Austria, Freiheitliche 
Partei Osterreichs) became part 

of a coalition government with the 
conservative OVP. But in May this year, 
just before the Euro elections, FPO 
leader Heinz-Christian Strache resigned 
his position as Austria’s vice-chancellor 
amid a scandal over contracts and 
Russian influence. 

The FPO saw a slight dip in its vote, 
from 19.7% to 17.2% — but the party 
will have felt its vote held up well 
given that the election came within 
days of the scandal that brought down 
Strache. The FPO also came within 
a whisker of winning the Austrian 
presidential election in 2016. 

The FPO is a far right racist populist 
party. Its first two leaders, Anton 
Reinthaller and Friedrich Peter, were 
both former members of the Waffen-SS. 
But in the 1960s and 1970s the FPO 
became a centre right party. 

Its first political breakthrough came 
in 1983 when it joined a coalition 
government with the Social Democratic 
Party (SPO). The turn to far right 
populism came under the leadership of 
Jorg Haider in 1986, when it adopted 
racist policies towards asylum seekers 
and migrants. Haider was notorious for 
defending the SS and praising Hitler’s 
“full employment” policies. 

The FPO remains a party with a 
mixed membership that includes 
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some fascist elements. FPO leader 
Strache, who took over in 2005, 

is fond of echoing the “great 
replacement” rhetoric associated 
with the nazi Generation Identity 
group. He says, “There is a creeping 
Islamisation, a population change, or 
a population displacement.” 


The European elections and Belgium’s 
federal elections, held on the same 
day, produced big gains for the far 
right. The fascist Viaams Belang’s 
vote rocketed upwards from 4.06% 
to 12.05% in the European election. 
The vote of the N-VA (New Flemish 
Alliance, Nieuww-Vlaamse Alliantie), 
which has made a shift towards the 
racist far right, saw a slight fall from 
16.79% to 14.07% in Europe. 

The two parties between them now 
account for more than a quarter of the 
Belgian vote, but the momentum has 
shifted towards the Vlaams Belang 
with its harder politics. 

Vlaams Belang is a fascist party, 
with a Flemish nationalist and racist 
platform. The party was formerly 
called Vlaams Blok and its supporters 
were Hitler worshippers with very 
close ties to Belgium’s wartime 
Nazi collaborators. The party seeks 
“repatriation” of immigrants who 
“reject, deny or combat” Flemish 
culture, while leading figure Filip 
Dewinter has said women wearing 
the hijab have “effectively signed their 
contract for deportation”. 

The N-VA, a Flemish nationalist and 
formerly traditionally conservative 
party, has moved sharply to the right 
under leader Bart De Wever. It is 
the largest party in Flanders and in 
Belgium, and was in the country’s 
coalition government from 2014 until 
2018. Then it pulled the plug, bringing 
the government down in a bid to stop 
moves for Belgium to support the UN 
global compact on migration. 


Bulgaria now has hardcore fascists in 
government, with the United Patriots 
holding seven out of 21 cabinet posts. 
United Patriots is a coalition of three 
nazi parties, the Ataka (“Attack”) party, 
the Bulgarian National Movement 


(VMRO) and the National Front for the 
Salvation of Bulgaria (NFSB), a split 
from Ataka. The last two make up the 
“Patriotic Front”. Both Ataka and the 
Patriotic Front saw their votes fall in 
the European election, from 2.96% and 
3.05% to 1.23% and 1.14% respectively. 

These parliamentary fascist 
organisations are closely linked with 
armed paramilitary groups that 
“hunt” refugees at Bulgaria’s borders 
and stage anti-Roma pogroms. 


ELAM (National People’s Front, 
Ethniko Laiko Metopo) is a nazi party 
formed as a Cypriot spin-off from 
Golden Dawn in Greece in 2008. 

It is a violent, ultranationalist and 
anti-immigration party, and seeks to 
encourage division between Greek 
and Turkish Cypriots. Its vote rose 
sharply, from just 2.7% to 8.25%. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Racist populist billionaire Andrej 
Babis and his ANO 2011 party won 
the October 2017 parliamentary 
elections in the Czech Republic with a 
landslide, taking 29.65%, nearly three 
times the vote of his nearest rivals. At 
the European polls, ANO’s vote surged 
from 3.12% in 2014 to 21.18%. 

Babis built the successful campaign 
of ANO - essentially a one-man 
band — on the back of racism against 
Muslims, immigrants and the Czech 
Republic’s embattled Roma minority, 
who suffer very severe discrimination. 
In 2016, Babis caused a storm with 
appalling Holocaust denial comments 
aimed at Roma victims. 

The Freedom and Direct Democracy 
party (SPD — Svoboda a Prima 
Demokracie) run by Tomio Okamura 
took another 9.14% of the Euro election 
vote. Okamura has strong links with 
other European far right parties. At an 
election rally in Prague, Marine Le Pen 
and Geert Wilders spoke while Matteo 
Salvini sent a video message. 


There was good news from Denmark 
as the Danish People’s Party (Dansk 
Folkeparti, DPP) vote crashed from 
26.6% to 10.7%. The DPP is a far 
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right racist populist party that built 
up its support by targeting migrants 
and Muslims. It also opposes 
multiculturalism. Since June’s general 
election the DPP has 16 MPs, down 
from the 37 who supported Denmark’s 
former liberal/conservative coalition 
government. The coalition move 

saw the DPP tone down its political 
agenda and rhetoric, but enabled it to 
implement its policies on immigration. 
Denmark now has the most restrictive 
immigration policies in Europe. 


EKRE (Conservative People’s Party 

of Estonia, Eesti Konservatiiune 
Rahvaerakond) is a hardcore fascist 
party and part of the country’s coalition 
government, with five out of 15 cabinet 
seats. Its vote jumped at the Euro 
elections from 4% last time to 12.7%. 

This is a party that does not hide 
its veneration of Hitler’s Nazis or 
its white power rhetoric. It openly 
attends an annual commemoration of 
the Estonian Legion, a branch of the 
Waffen-SS. 

Martin Helme, leader of EKRE’s 
MPs, has said: “Our immigration 
policy should have one simple rule: 
if you're black, go back,” and, “I want 
Estonia to be a white country.” 

The party’s youth wing, Blue 
Awakening, organises regular 
intimidating torchlit marches and has 
links to the identitarian movement. 

Estonia is a small country, but 
EKRE’s significance is greater 
because it is a key part of the new 
Identity and Democracy group of 
MEPs — Marine Le Pen, Matteo 
Salvini and their allies in the FPO, 
AfD and DPP apparently have no 
problems with its hardcore politics. 


The Finns party (Perussuomalaiset, 
PS) vote rose slightly to 13.8% from 
12.9%. It came second in Finland’s 
parliamentary elections in April, 
with 17.48% of vote. PS, formerly 
known in English as the True Finns, 
is a racist far right party, with links 
to nazi groups. At least one MP has 
been linked with fascist pan-Nordic 
paramilitary group the Nordic 
Resistance Movement. 
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The Rassemblement National, 
formerly the Front National, topped 
the European election poll in France 
with 23.31%, beating the En Marche 
coalition backed by French president 
Macron into second place. 

While its vote dipped slightly from 
the 24.86% the FN took last time, it 
actually attracted far more voters, 
with the number rising from 4.71 
million in 2014 to 5.29 million. 

The RN remains a fascist party, 
with deep fascist roots, and its 
greatest success has been to hide 
its origins and real politics behind 
a shiny veneer that has now seen it 
largely accepted as part of the political 
scene in France and internationally. It 
attracts a mass vote from people who 
are not themselves fascists and may 
not know the party’s true background. 

Founder Jean-Marie Le Pen 
pioneered the strategy of cleaning up 
the public face of fascism, distancing 
his party from open Nazi imagery 
and streetfighting, in favour of a 
“respectable” image aimed at electoral 
success. His daughter, Marine Le Pen, 
carried out a second wave of 
“de-demonisation” when she took 
over in 2011, steering the party’s sharp 
growth in the following years. 


The AfD (Alternative for Germany, 
Alternative fiir Deutschland) took 11% 
of the vote, up from 7.1% in 2014. 


The AfD is a far right racist populist 
party moving in the direction of 
fascism, through successive splits that 
have seen it come under control of 
the most extreme rightwing and racist 
elements. It has been represented in 
the German parliament since 2017 
— the first time a far right party had 
achieved this in 60 years. It has also 
built its membership substantially out 
of the racist street movement Pegida. 

While Europe’s post-war fascist 
parties have sought to distance 
themselves from the Holocaust 
and switched their emphasis from 
antisemitism to Islamophobia, the 
AfD is doing the opposite. 

Leading members have actively 
sought to rehabilitate Hitler’s Nazi 
era, pushing boundaries all the time 
in statements that are often seen as 
provocative, but are also aimed at 
normalising acceptance of the Nazis as 
part of a restoration of “national pride”. 

Bjorn Hocke, an AfD member of 
the state assembly in Thuringia and a 
posterboy for the most extreme wing 
of the party, repeatedly expresses 
views close to those of the nazi NPD 
party. Speaking of Berlin’s Holocaust 
memorial, Hocke said, “We Germans 
are the only people in the world who 
have planted a memorial of shame in 
the heart of their capital. These stupid 
politics of coming to grips with the 
past cripple us — we need nothing 
other than a 180-degree reversal on 
the politics of remembrance.” 

Party co-leader Alexander Gauland 
has been recorded on video, saying 
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the Hitler years “no longer affect 
our identity”. He added, “We have 
the right to take back our country 
and our history. If the French are 
rightly proud of their emperor and 
the Britons of Nelson and Churchill, 
we have the right to be proud of the 
achievements of the German soldiers 
in two world wars.” 

In May’s election, the nazi NPD lost 
the single MEP’s seat it won in 2014 
when it took 1% of the vote. 


The European elections saw the fascist 
vote split between longstanding nazis 
Golden Dawn (Chrysi Avgi) on 4.86% 
and ultranationalist newcomers Greek 
Solution (Elliniki Lisi) on 4.12%. Their 
combined vote was only slightly below 
Golden Dawn’s 9.4% result in 2014. 

In the classical fascist tradition, 
Golden Dawn has both an electoral 
and a paramilitary wing, with a string 
of street attacks and even murders to 
its name. It wants Greece to be run as 
a dictatorship, uses Nazi imagery and 
is openly ethno-nationalist and racist. 

The party is embroiled in a long- 
running trial, accused of being a 
criminal organisation involved in a 
series of murders. 

Greek Solution was officially 
founded in 2016 by Kyriakos 
Velopoulos, a former member of the 
far right Laos Party. It was originally 
supported by Nikos Michos, an MP 
who had been a member of fascist 
Golden Dawn, but he left shortly 
after it was formed. Greek Solution 
is a pro-Russian, irredentist and 
ultranationalist party. 


Hungary is the only country in Europe 
where the two biggest parties — Fidesz 
and Jobbik — belong in the far right 
spectrum. The Euro elections saw 
Jobbik’s vote fall from 14.7% last 
time to 6.4%, while Fidesz’s vote was 
further consolidated, rising slightly 
from 51.4% to 52.14%. 

In order to undermine the rise 
of the fascist Jobbik, the far right 
authoritarian Fidesz has moved further 
and further to the right. Jobbik, on the 
other hand, has attempted to present 
itself as a more moderate party in 


22 | Searchlight 


order to undercut Fidesz. The elections 
showed that Fidesz, not Jobbik, has 
gained from the shift. 

Fidesz is an anti-democratic and 
authoritarian party that has almost 
total control of the press and has 
gerrymandered the electoral system 
and constitution. It began in the 1990s 
as a liberal anti-communist party. But 
under Viktor Orban’s leadership it has 
become a vile far right racist party. 

Fidesz targets immigrants and 
Roma people. Orban is also using 
antisemitism, with a key motif the 
demonisation of US-Hungarian 
billionaire and philanthropist George 
Soros. Fidesz also celebrates Hungary’s 
fascist and authoritarian past. Fidesz 
officials have attended ceremonies 
celebrating Miklos Horthy, the leader 
of Hungary between 1920 and 1944 
who played a part in the deaths of 
tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews 
during the Holocaust. 

Jobbik is one of Europe’s largest 
fascist parties, a beacon of influence 
for the far right across Central and 
Eastern Europe. It also has small 
groups in Britain and the US. 

Jobbik’s popularity has enabled 
Fidesz to adopt increasingly 
aggressive rightwing and racist 
policies. Since 2014, Jobbik has 
claimed that it rejects its radical 
nationalist past and is nowa 
“conservative people’s party”. This is 
mainly cosmetic, designed to increase 
its share of the vote. 


Matteo Salvini’s Lega (League) party 
— which has been moving towards 
fascism over the past few years — is 
now in a coalition government and its 
popularity is soaring. 

The European elections were a 
triumph for the Lega and Salvini is 
now positioned as a key leader of the 
international far right. 

The Lega’s vote rocketed — from 
just 6.2% in 2014 to 34.33% this 
time. The fascist FdI, a descendant 
of Mussolini’s original fascist party, 
also saw its vote go up, from 3.66% to 
6.46%, and it secured five MEPs. 

The Lega began as the Lega Nord 
(Northern League) with a platform of 
separatism for Italy’s northern regions. 
But it dropped separatism in favour of 


Matteo Salvini, 
leader of the Lega 
and now Italy's 


interior minister 


anti-immigrant and anti-Roma racism 
to become a national organisation 
under Salvini’s leadership. 

It has seen a sustained electoral surge 
and entered the government on the 
back of a clear turn towards fascism. 

In the 2018 general election it joined a 
rightwing coalition with corrupt tycoon 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Forza Italia and the 
outright fascist Fratelli dTtalia (Fd), 
which took a total of 37% of the vote. 
But the Lega was the largest single 
element, pulling in 17.4% of the vote. 

That put Salvini in a position to 
form a coalition government with the 
populist Five Star Movement. He is 
now in a position of power as deputy 
prime minister and interior minister. 
Salvini has used his position to pose 
as the hard man of Europe, making 
sustained attacks on migrants seeking 
to enter Europe via the Mediterranean. 

He is also keen to echo and 
rehabilitate the fascist era under 
Benito Mussolini whenever he sees 
a chance (see “Resistible rise?”, page 
26). In July 2018, on the anniversary 
of Mussolini’s birth, Salvini tweeted 
the dictator’s old slogan, “Many 
enemies, much honour.” 
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NETHERLANDS 


The vote of Geert Wilders’ PVV (Party 
for Freedom) crashed in the European 
elections from 13.3% to 3.5%. But 
unfortunately, the FvD (Forum for 
Democracy) — the new far right kid 
on the block — took another 10.9%, 
making the combined far right vote 
higher than in 2014. 

The PVV is a far right racist populist 
party whose leader, Wilders, has long 
been a posterboy for the European 
Islamophobic far right. The PVV’s 
political programme can be boiled 
down to four elements: anti-Muslim 
racism, anti-immigrant racism, 
opposition to the EU and rightwing 
social policies. Wilders is also the 
only formal member of the PVV, 
accountable to no one. 

The FvD was formed in 2016 and 
is led by Thierry Baudet. It is an 
aggressive far right racist populist 
formation. One of Baudet’s key 
rhetorical themes is the decline of 
what he calls the “boreal world” 

— aterm used to describe “white 
European culture”. 

This phrase is used by the extreme 
right as an alternative to the term 
“Aryan”. It was popularised by the 
French far right and is recognised 
as a “dogwhistle” term by white 
supremacists 

Baudet has also led an antisemitic 
campaign against George Soros and 
echoes the antisemitic tropes used by 
Hungarian president Orban, whose 
policies he frequently praises. 


Poland has the far right PiS party 

in government, while fascist 
organisations are able to pull large 
numbers behind them on the streets, 
as we have seen on the annual fascist- 
led independence day marches. 

The PiS (Law and Justice 
party, Prawo 1 Sprawiedliwos¢) 
strengthened its position in the 
European elections, with its vote 
rising from an already strong 31.78% 
to a huge 45.56%. 

The PiS is seeking to model itself on 
Hungary’s authoritarian Fidesz. New 
laws to control the media and judiciary 
have been rammed through. The party 
is also promoting vicious homophobia. 
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Konfederacja — a coalition of the 
fascist parties grouped together 
as Ruch Narodowy (“National 
Movement”) and maverick far right 
politician Janusz Korwin-Mikke — took 
4.55%. This is less than the 7.15% 
gained by the “Korwin” party last time, 
but well above the 1.39% that Ruch 
Narodowy took in 2014 standing in its 
own name. 


The European elections saw big gains 
for the L’SNS (Kotleba — People’s 
Party Our Slovakia, Kotleba Ludova 
Strana — Nase Slovenskd). The party 
was set up by Marian Kotleba in 
2010 after its predecessor, the Slovak 
Togetherness-National Party, was 
banned in 2006 for its violent and 
racist activities. 

In the Euro elections the L’SNS vote 
shot up from 1.73% to 12.1%. The party 
says it builds on the legacy of the leader 
of Jozef Tiso, the Slovak Nazi state from 
1939-45. Kotleba has built his party 
using anti-Roma, anti-immigration and 
anti-corruption rhetoric. 

The Slovak National Party 
(Slovenska Narodna Strana, SNS) 
took another 4.1% of the vote this 
time, up slightly from 3.61%. It 
describes itself as a national socialist 
party that defends Christian values. 
The SNS stirs up hatred towards 
Roma and ethnic Hungarians. 

Just like the L’SNS, it attempts to 
rehabilitate Tiso. 


Spain’s far right VOX party saw its 
European election vote rise from just 
1.6% in 2014 to 6.2% this time. It also 
took 10.3% in April’s general election 
— the first time an openly far right 
party has taken more than one seat in 
parliament since the days of dictator 
Francisco Franco. 

VOX was formed in 2013 asa 
splinter from the conservative Partido 
Popular. But while there has always 
been a Francoist contingent inside the 
mainstream conservative party, the 
emergence of VOX with its openly far 
right platform of ultra-nationalism, 
racism, sexism and homophobia marks 
a new departure in the Spanish state. 

VOX also has outright nazis inside it. 


Election candidate Fernando Paz had 
to resign after the media publicised 
his questioning of the murder of six 
million Jews in the Holocaust. 


The fascist Sweden Democrats 
(Sverigedemokraterna) party is 
another that made gains at the 
European election, with its vote rising 
from 9.7% to 15.4%. 

The Sweden Democrats was formed 
as a white supremacist organisation 
in 1988, growing out of the racist 
Keep Sweden Swedish network — it 
still uses this slogan. The party’s 
first leader, Anders Klarstr6m, was 
previously involved in the openly nazi 
Nordic Reich Party — he remained in 
charge until 1995. 

Original party auditor Gustaf 
Ekstrom was a veteran of Hitler’s 
Waffen-SS and in the 1940s was a 
member of Sweden’s own mirror to 
the German Nazi party, the Svensk 
Socialistisk Samling. 

In the mid-1990s the Sweden 
Democrats cleaned up their image in a 
bid for electoral respectability. 


Anti-fascists will have been pleased 
that fascist “Tommy Robinson” (real 
name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) failed 
in his attempt to gain an MEP’s seat, 
losing his deposit with just 2.2% of 
the vote in the North West. And UKIP 
— which moved sharply rightwards to 
ally itself with Robinson under leader 
Gerard Batten — also failed to take a 
seat, with a national 3.21% vote share. 

But the European election was a 
triumph for the Brexit Party, which 
topped the poll with 30.74%. 

The party was formed in January 
2019 by former UKIP leader Nigel 
Farage, with ill-defined policies other 
than pushing through a hard Brexit and 
a heavy reliance on the Farage brand. 

Farage had previously built 
UKIP into a major force through 
primarily anti-immigrant racism. His 
notoriously racist “Breaking point” 
campaign poster for the 2016 EU 
referendum illustrates the politics 
for which Farage stands — and on 
which he is building his new far right 
populist vehicle. ® 
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Our regular commentator looks at how the British 
state’s response to nazi grouplet National Action 
contrasts with the attitude to similar groups in the US 


Action stations 


ince the proscription of National Action under 
anti-terrorism legislation in December 2016 
there has been a string of court cases convicting 
many of its members, including for terrorism 
offences. This is perhaps unsurprising, given 
that the group was notable for its praise of Thomas Mair, 
the murderer of MP Jo Cox, as well as for its overt neo- 
nazism and belligerent approach to youth activism. 

While NA was only ever a small-scale and ultimately 
fleeting organisation, its most significant lasting influence 
will probably be the way it caused British authorities to 
take the issue of terrorism from the extreme right much 
more seriously. This welcome turn contrasts with how 
similar groups have been dealt with elsewhere. While the 
British state’s response to the threats posed by NA has been 
far from perfect, it does demonstrate a belated awareness 
of the need to do more to understand and respond to the 
threat of extreme right terrorism. 

NA emerged as the British far right was at a crossroads. 
It was founded in 2013, when both the British National 
Party and the English Defence League were in decline. 

Its founders styled the group as something quite distinct 
from these organisations, embracing overt neo-nazism and 
antisemitism. This was a clear contrast to how the BNP and 
EDL had publicly rejected extreme ideals as they tried to 
claim they were legitimate political organisations. 

The materials created by NA during its lifespan were 
replete with extremist influences and made no effort at 
moderation. The group likened its activities to Lenin’s 
revolutionary vanguard — but for a fascist cause — and 
praised Adolf Hitler and Oswald Mosley among others. 
The group’s overt neo-nazism was epitomised by its logo, 

a modified version of the symbol of the Nazis’ paramilitary 
organisation, the Sturmabteilung, or SA. 

In 2014, NA’s overt antisemitism and online activism led 
to the targeting of then Labour MP Luciana Berger. One 
of its activists, Garron Helm, tweeted a picture of Berger 
with the slogan “Hitler was Right” and a yellow star like 
that used to identify Jewish people during the Holocaust. 


24 | Searchlight 


. 


Paul Jackson is 
a senior lecturer 
in history at 
Northampton 
University, 
specialising in 
extreme right 
ideology today 


Berger then received more than 2,000 offensive tweets 
and a number of death threats. While Helm was convicted, 
the incident helped to raise the profile of NA, including 
internationally among like-minded neo-nazis. 

A document drawn up by the group, titled Strategy and 
Promotion, explained, “Part of raising the social status of 
nationalism is going to be providing a look — a style that 
is fashionable, but [that] we own and is associated with 
us.” It developed this look on its web pages, in YouTube 
videos and in other offensive material that its activists 
disseminated at its events. From 2013 to 2016, NA 
attracted around 100 to 150 activists, often appealing to 
younger people, and it regularly targeted universities. A 
number of its activists were students or former students, 
and while they were perhaps naive about the consequences 
of their actions they did not fit the stereotype of neo-nazis 
being stupid. 


Combat 


NA also offered its activists training camps, which 
sometimes featured instruction in martial arts and combat 
techniques. Its materials became increasingly belligerent 
too: one series of essays on its website in November 

2015 was called The Political Soldier Redux: A Militant 
Manifesto for Taking Back Our Ethnic Homelands. The 
group also praised the idea of a “white jihad”. In 2015, 

one of its activists, Zack Davies, tried to kill a Sikh man, 
believing him to be a Muslim. 

As it developed, NA also became engaged with a similar 
neo-nazi organisation, based in the US. Atomwaffen 
Division appears to have been formed around the same time 
as NA, and activists from the two groups became aware of 
each other through a now defunct website called Ironmarch. 
org. They developed a similar aesthetic and worked 
along kindred lines. As a focal point for such extremism, 
Ironmarch.org’s own embrace of antisemitism and neo- 
nazi themes was clear from the banner on its homepage, 
which demanded, “Gas the kikes, race war now, 1488 boots 
on the ground!” NA founder Benjamin Raymond was an 
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administrator on the site and this helped him establish 
contact with like-minded US activists, among others. 

Atomwaffen Division announced its arrival on 
Ironmarch.org in October 2015. Its online materials stated 
that the group was “a revolutionary National Socialist 
organisation centred around political activism and the 
practice of an autonomous fascist lifestyle”. It explained it 
wanted to raise awareness of its fascist revolutionary cause 
though “unconventional means” and was not interested in 
attracting mere “keyboard warriors”. 

The trajectory of the two groups has been quite distinct, 
revealing a wider disparity in how British and US authorities 
have tried to deal with extreme right organisations. While 
Britain has seen a sustained — though far from perfect — 
effort to clamp down on the phenomenon, the US has seen 
far less effort by the state to respond to such threats. The 
fortunes of NA and Atomwaffen Division help us see this 
divergence in approaches. 


Unprecedented 


NA was proscribed when its profile became clearly 
associated not merely with offensive statements and 
activities, but with praise for terrorism and political 
violence. Its proscription under anti-terrorism legislation 
was unprecedented. While this step had been used for 
Islamist groups, no extreme right organisation had been 
proscribed since the British Union of Fascists during 

the Second World War. The effect of this was perhaps 
predictable: while some activists stopped their engagement 
others tried to recreate the organisation under a series of 
different names. 

By 2017 small offshoots, such as Scottish Dawn and 
NS131, were formed. In September 2017 these related 
groups were also proscribed, after British Army soldiers 
were linked to them. There were other offshoots too, 
such as System Residence Network and TripleK Mafia — 
proscription could not fully prevent these new offshoots 
from developing. 

But arrests of former NA activists led to the trial and 
conviction of many of its key members and this has 
significantly hampered the ambitions of those who were 
drawn to the group. The need for such serious action by 
the state was underscored by the uncovering of a plot to 
kill Labour MP Rosie Cooper — although notably this plot 
was first detected by anti-fascists not by the state. The lead 
figure in the plot, Jack Renshaw, was one of a number of 
NA activists to be convicted since the group’s proscription. 

In the US, by contrast, the authorities have far fewer 
policy options to deal with extreme right terrorism, and 
president Donald Trump’s administration seems far less 
willing to acknowledge that the extreme right presents ‘ 

a terrorist threat. More broadly, US law enforcers and 
policymakers lack the sustained engagement with policy 
strands such as the Prevent agenda. Although it is far from 


Sonnenkreig Division, is largely ineffective, in the US 
Atomwaffen Division continues to operate. This is despite 
the group presenting many of the same issues as NA. Like 
NA, Atomwaffen Division has been profoundly influenced 
by neo-nazi ideology. In particular it has developed 

an interest in the writings of a former member of the 
American Nazi Party of the 1960s, James Mason. He 

set out his ideas in a book called Seige, a text idealising 
extreme right terrorism, yet long-ignored by the wider 
scene until Atomwaffen Division started to promote him. 
Mason is now being courted by the US neo-nazi scene. 

Like NA, Atomwaffen Division has also praised neo- 
nazi terrorists, such as US killer Dylann Roof and the 
Norwegian Anders Behring Breivik. It has also carried 
out campaigns disseminating extreme material, including 
targeting students on campuses. It has developed training 
activities in areas such as survival combat techniques. In 
sum, its materials idealise the idea of a violent revolution 
to overthrow the US government. 

More worrying still, activists with links to the group have 
been connected to five murders. But while Atomwaffen 
Division continues as a small-scale, largely underground 
organisation its leading activists have been able to avoid 
the sort of clampdown we have seen in Britain. 

The announcement in October 2018 that MI5 would 
take responsibility for monitoring the threat posed by the 
extreme right is one indicator that the British authorities, 
in contrast to those in the US, have started to grasp the 
significance of this issue. Another sign of this turn is 
the way the leader for the Commission for Countering 
Extremism, Sara Khan, has promoted a renewed focus 
on the extreme right in Britain. But some issues remain 
unclear, such as what criteria are needed in legal terms to 
demonstrate someone’s membership of NA. 


Rigorous 


The British state’s response to the extreme right is not 
perfect but efforts over the past few years to counter 

the activities of groups such as NA and to gain a better 
understanding of their threat demonstrate a much more 
rigorous approach than that found elsewhere. These efforts 
should be supported — there is still a lot of work to be done 
to ensure the problems posed by the extreme right are 
dealt with in a serious and credible way. e 


perfect, Prevent has helped foster better understanding of Jack Renshaw 


threats posed by the extreme right among British police of National Action 

forces and other authorities, a feature that has been was one of those 

notably lacking in the more limited US responses to the to clock up a 

extreme right. conviction after 
While the main result of NA’s proscription means the group was 

it is largely defunct and its most recent tiny offshoot, proscribed 
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Resistible rise? 


The rise of Italy's far right Lega party and its leader, Matteo Salvini, has been both rapid 
and remarkable. But can it be countered? Alfio Bernabei says the need is urgent 


s Italy now “the centre of the 
political universe”, with Lega 
party leader and deputy prime 
minister Matteo Salvini in a 
position to lead an international 
advance of far right parties across 
Europe and beyond? Should this be 
the case, then it’s time for a “Cable 
Street international” — a cross-border 
counteraction to stop this forward 
march and move from preoccupied 
vigilance to active resistance. 

The claim that Italy is at the centre 
of the political universe has come 
from Steve Bannon, mastermind 
behind Donald Trump’s US 
presidential campaign in 2016. His 
plan to replace Italy’s “stay-behind” 
network of fascists with analytical 
“gladiators” trained at an academy 
near Rome has been put on ice. 

But if before May’s European 
elections Bannon believed the 
Italian coalition government that 
he supported so enthusiastically 
provided “an experiment that, if it 


the vote at the European election and 
is now poised to dominate the Italian 
political landscape. There is now an 
option of triggering a general election 
whenever it might be considered 
advantageous to secure further 
consolidation of the Lega’s position. 

At the last general election, only 
a year ago, the Lega’s vote stood at 
17.3%. If the doubling of its vote 
in a single year is a remarkable 
achievement, even more significant 
is the fact that five years ago, at the 
2014 European elections, the old Lega 
Nord was down to 6.1% and thought 
to be on the way to extinction. 

It is also highly significant that in 
large parts of Northern Italy — its 
traditional base — the Lega is now 
at more than 40% of the vote, while 
in the traditionally “red region” 
of Emilia-Romagna the party has 
brought about a political cataclysm, 
taking control of towns that had been 
bastions of the left since the end of the 
Second World War. 


Now, to play ona famous title, the 
question has to be asked: is the rise 
of Matteo Salvini resistible? 


works, will change global politics”, 

he now has every reason to join the 
chorus of those in Italy who see a new 
dawn in the direction the country is 
taking. 

Salvini, who is both interior 
minister and deputy prime minister in 
a coalition government with the Five 
Star Movement, is now Italy’s prime 
minister in all but name. The party he 
leads, the far right nationalist Lega 
— formerly Lega Nord, or “Northern 
League” — came first with 34.3% of 
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Particularly striking is the case of 
Predappio, birthplace of fascist dictator 
Mussolini’s; where for the first time 
in 74 years a leftwing mayor has been 
replaced by a Lega candidate. 

Now, to play on a famous title, the 
question has to be asked: is the rise of 
Matteo Salvini resistible? 

The first card in Salvini’s hand is 
the racist card. Racism was a core 
component of the Lega Nord when it 
was set up and led by Umberto Bossi 
way back in 1989. It painted southern 


Italians as lazy and culturally inferior, 

a burden on the rich industrialised 
north. A ritually sanctified demarcation 
line was located along the Po river 
valley. The racially oriented focus was 
switched to immigrants from various 
parts of Africa as soon as they began 

to arrive in large numbers across the 
Mediterranean. 

Salvini, a former communist 
turned rightist, was watching and 
learning while working for the Lega’s 
newspaper, perfecting communication 
skills that came in handy when Bossi 
dropped out of sight and he took over, 
turning the Lega from a secessionist 
into a national and then aggressively 
nationalist “Italy first” party. 

Once in government as interior 
minister after the 2018 general 
election, Salvini sealed off Italy’s 
borders, discouraging the rescue 
of immigrants and refugees. He 
challenged other European countries 
to share the number of those allowed 
in. Restrictions on the right to acquire 
Italian citizenship came into force 
— all done in the name of protecting 
Italian identity and preventing “a 
caliphate in Europe”. 

Although not generally known, 
right from the outset there was — 
alongside the racism — also a nazi- 
fascist component in the creation of 
the Lega Nord. A recent study has 
highlighted how a number of far 
right sympathisers detected in the 
secessionist movement an instrument 
to propel a form of updated nazism 
and to revive the warrior spirit of 
Hitler’s Waffen-SS. 

The military card is another that 
Salvini knows how to play. He has 
had himself photographed in a police 
uniform, while a branch of the army 
has had to ask him to stop wearing 
its logo to promote his own image as 
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a soldier-leader. He revels in front 
of crowds when they shout “Captain! 
Captain!” — as they now do wherever 
he goes. 

On Easter day this year the Lega’s 
spindoctor posted a photo of Salvini 
holding a submachine gun. This was 
taken as a “resurrection” signal to 
demonstrate his determination to 
defend the nation and show him in 
charge of the stringent new security 
law. Salvini with a gun cannot be 
separated from the Lega’s logo, which 
shows a soldier holding a spear, 
suggesting a permanent engagement 
in combat. As one who has used 

Mussolini’s belligerent slogan, “So 
many enemies, so much honour,” 
Salvini surely also knows the one that 
declares that man is made for war, as 
woman is for motherhood, and that 
only war grants the “seal of nobility” 
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to nations. This is also what the fascist 
philosopher Julius Evola believed in. 

Yet another card in Salvini’s hand 
is that of religion. At the rally in Milan 
that closed his European election 
campaign, where he was flanked by 
French fascist leader Marine Le Pen 
and about 20 representatives of the 
far right in Europe, Salvini entrusted 
the future of Europe to a list of six 
saints and the destiny of Italy to “the 
immaculate heart of the Virgin Mary”. 
He took a rosary from his pocket and 
kissed it in front of the crowds. He has 
made it known that the rosary was 
given to him by an ordinary man in the 
street, not the Pope — with whom he 
disagrees on the question of helping 
immigrants. 

The religious card can be highly 
advantageous for Salvini. The 
unprecedented scandals sinking 
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the Vatican leave millions of Italian 
voters deprived of a personified 
moral compass. A tectonic shift may 
facilitate the transfer of allegiance 
from a highly undemocratic body 

like the Roman Catholic church to an 
authoritarian party led by a “saviour”. 

The impersonation of the soldier, 
defending the purity of the Italian 
soil from the “threat of a caliphate” 
alongside that of a defender of the 
faith from a corrupt organisation is 
powerful propaganda for the Lega. 

Salvini knows how to keep on his 
side the new Blackshirts and “third 
millennium fascists” who, when it 
comes to the ballot box, give their votes 
en masse to the Lega. 

He cultivates fascist activists by giving 
them room on public platforms and by 
sending out signals they understand 
as supportive of their activities on the 
ground, which are mainly directed 
against immigrants and Roma people. 
He has been photographed wearing 
clothes made by a fashion brand linked 
to the fascist group CasaPound and has 
allowed CasaPound’s publishing house 
to print his most recent long interview. 
Again, the strategy is clear and the 
choreography helps. 

At the end of his European election 
campaign Salvini visited Forli, a 
town only 10 miles from Predappio, 
Mussolini’s birthplace. In a move no 
one had predicted he used his status 
as interior minister to gain access and 
make his speech from the balcony 
in the main square associated with 
memories of Mussolini’s appearances. 

“Captain! Captain!” the crowds 
shouted again. Only a few metres 
away, in the same square, four 
partisans who fought against the Nazi- 
fascists were strung up on lamp posts 
in August 1944 — a chilling reminder 
of the fragility of democracy. 

Perhaps preparations for a “Cable 
Street international” should begin 
before “the captain” goes any further 
in leading the far right advance, with 
a little help from the strategists and 
“gladiators” in even higher places than 
Mussolini's balcony. e 
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Alt-right? Same old... 


The supposed pioneers of the “alt-right” are nothing more than the white supremacists of 
bygone days rebranded for the sake of public relations, argues Leonard Zeskind 


ucked away in a Tennessee state park, the strategy chat about breaking up the US to create a whites- 
white supremacists of American Renaissance only state. He may call himself an “identitarian” these days. 
convened another of their conferences on But it is still the same old white supremacist gibberish. 
17 May. They called a French man, Jean Into this now-annual caldron, Taylor called Colin 
Yves Le Gallou, to speak — as well as a raft Liddell, who lives in Britain and edits Affirmative Right. 

of other white supremacists. The organisers deemed it a Liddell’s name may not mean much in British politics 


successful event and decided they were winning because 


they were right. Eventually, they may get back to having y i § ‘ 
their conferences in a major or even a minor city, instead Is this the so-called alt-right everyone 1S talking 


sessseabe Hats abies ; about, like it wasn't the same old white supremacy? 
Searchlight has covered American Renaissance } : 
conferences and the publication’s founder Jared Taylor So far, every idea Liddell has had has been had 


since the first gathering in 1994. At first this conference calan ° 
was much like other gatherings of its kind, such as the by the men (and women) before him in the white 


Liberty Lobby’s event and that of the Holocaust denying supremacist and white nationalist ranks 
Institute for Historical Review. They drew from a cross 
section of white nationalist speakers and listeners, but 


no workshop-style gatherings tried to decide what to generally, but he is a big fish in the now ascendant alt-right 
do — with one exception: Jared Taylor would not allow world. For a while he was an editor at Alt-Right website, 
any speaker to spread antisemitic conspiracy theories. the tendency’s centrepiece. Liddell has a high-flying 

He proved his point by inviting a few racist Jews to speak CV for a white supremacist, but his actual intellectual 
during American Renaissance’s first decade. Even Sam contributions only serve to mark how low that bar is. 
Dickson, who had once run a local Holocaust denying For the American Renaissance conference, Liddell spent 
outfit in Atlanta, came to the lectern but avoided his old his time bashing British prime minister Theresa May, after 
songs about “the real enemy”. she had already announced that she was stepping down. 


Today, the Liberty Lobby no longer exists and the 
Institute for Historical Review is simply and plainly 
antisemitic. Its conferences are small and mean little. 
American Renaissance has moved to the centre of the 


white supremacist topography. Taylor no longer engages in 
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May’s biggest crime, in the eyes of Liddell, “was a sense 
of inferiority towards the ‘glamorous’ and ‘sophisticated’ 
Europeans”. Along the way, Liddell managed to take a few 
swipes at 20th century leftwing Mexican painter Frida 
Kahlo, and to otherwise remark on May’s weakness. 
In February 2019, Liddell took to criticising Britain’s 
royal family in American Renaissance. He was angry that 
Meghan Markle, who has African-American heritage, had 
been allowed to join the royal realm — and, to make matters 
worse, was about to have a baby. For an anti-aristocrat like 
me, Markle and her baby add a bit of sparkle to this forlorn 
group of Brits. 
But for Liddell, Markle’s presence signals the end of 
the aristocracy. He wrote, “In the same way that the Jews 
pushing internationalist leftist narratives of decolonisation 
and white guilt are ultimately going to undermine and 
destroy the survival prospects of a Jewish state that is a de 
facto colony of white people in the Middle East, so the future 
Colin Liddell of a royal family that embraces ideas inherently critical of its 
(left) with white own existence cannot be considered particularly bright.” 
supremacist pal Notice the neat way Liddell manages to slam the 
Richard Spencer influence of black people and Jews at the same time. Ugh! 
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To complete our look at Mr Liddell, let us go over to his 
Affirmative Right site. There, he decides that Adolf Hitler 
was made into “someone demented, evil, odd-looking, yet 
plausible to those we are encouraged to look down on”. 
Hitler too “is demanding things that we are supposed to 
no longer want simply because he demands them—such as 
racial solidarity and a sense of our own superiority”. Indeed, 
Liddell is angry because he wants “white dominance” — and 
the spectre of Hitler makes that difficult to keep in place. 

Is this the so-called alt-right everyone is talking about, like 
it wasn’t the same old white supremacy? So far, every idea 
Liddell has had has been had by the men (and women) before 
him in the white supremacist and white nationalist ranks. 
And the alt-right looks to me more like a marketing term to 
avoid all the bad history associated with white supremacy. 

The term alt-right was first coined in 2008 by Paul 
Gottfried, a retired academic, born Jewish, who is active 
in white supremacist circles. It was picked up by Richard 
Spencer, a young white nationalist with multiple college 
degrees. And it was Spencer who created the Alt-Right 
website for which Colin Liddell eventually went to work. 
Spencer’s reputation as a white nationalist was solid. He 
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just picked up the term to hide his true self. In 2016, the 
Associated Press in the US said the term alt-right “may 
exist primarily as a public relations device to make its 
supporters’ actual beliefs less clear and more acceptable 
to a broader audience”. In other words, it is little different 
to David Duke, a confirmed nazi, describing himself as a 
“white civil rights activist”. 


Unfortunately, some mainstream journalists have 
followed in Spencer’s footsteps, adopting the term with 
little investigation. Spencer called the notorious Unite the 
Right rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in August 2017, 
in order to defend statues of Confederate war leaders. It 
was attended by all kinds of white nationalists, including 
those designated as neo-nazi. Yet, because Spencer called 
the event, they decided it was “alt-right” instead of white 
nationalist. Such tongue-twisting is not just wrong, it 
obscures the truth of the riot that occurred that day. 

By promoting Colin Liddell, a man with no new ideas, 
American Renaissance proves itself to just be another 
slack operation in a totally loathsome movement. 
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A new conference brought together academics, practitioners and others researching 
the far right to share their knowledge. Siobhan Hyland and Daniel Jones report 


he first annual conference of the Centre for 
Analysis of the Radical Right took place on 
the leafy campus of Richmond University, 
southwest London, in May. The event was 
aimed at bringing academics from across 
different study disciplines together with practitioners 
and non-academic researchers in the world of extremism 
studies. The conference attracted a diverse audience of 
more than 100 participants from both sides of the Atlantic 
for its three days. 
Although CARR is only a year old, its director, Matthew 
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Feldman, was able to welcome us to the conference with a 
long list of its achievements. 

Sara Khan, the Home Office appointed head of the 
Commission for Countering Extremism, gave an opening 
talk, speaking about the rise of the far right and how it 
sought to exploit and create divisions within communities 
— and the need to understand the context in which it was 
created. She also discussed the importance of community- 
based and collaborative opposition to radicalism, and of 
the bravery of the unsung heroes and groups who stand up 
to extremism. 

The conference also heard keynote speeches from Mark 
Potok, formerly of the Southern Poverty Law Centre, 
Cynthia Miller-Idriss, of the American University in 
Washington DC, and Cas Mudde, who is also based in the 
US at the University of Georgia. 

Several speakers highlighted the impact of US president 
Donald Trump on the far right scene, emboldening radical 
groups that had previously been niche organisations. 
Speakers also pointed to the importance of moving beyond 
two-dimensional reporting on populism — the simple 
narrative that it is always increasing — and instead actually 
seek to understand the forces that fuel it. 


As well as these big keynote talks, the conference held 
numerous panel discussions looking at different areas 

of the radical right, including a panel focused around 

the Searchlight Archive, based at the University of 
Northampton. With the archivist Daniel Jones, researcher 
Siobhan Hyland and historian Paul Jackson, the panel 
examined the opportunities that the archive has brought to 
researchers. 

They outlined the research that has drawn on the archive 
and the challenges involved in cataloguing such an extreme 
collection. Paul Jackson spoke of his use of the archive in 
his new work on the World Union of National Socialists, an 
international group of nazis set up in 1962 in the Cotswolds 
and led by George Lincoln Rockwell. 

He described how archive material collected by 
Searchlight and its allies allowed him to trace these 
international links and how the nazi group shared not just 
information but the visual styles of their publications as 
they tried to foment a fascist revolution. 

Siobhan Hyland spoke about her work tracing the war 
crimes campaign that Searchlight ran with the Union of 
Jewish Students in the 1980s and how the wider campaign 
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against war criminals provoked reactions from within 
the far right. Longstanding nazi Colin Jordan, editor of 
Gothic Ripples, covered the war crimes campaign with 
fervour, putting together several pages of anti-Jewish 
conspiracy theories. One of the most worrying articles 
he produced revealed the details of anti-fascist activists, 
which could have led to them being targeted. 

With over 16 boxes of material on this topic alone, the 
archive made a wealth of material available, she said, 
adding that many of the personalities and stories of 
anti-fascism had not been told by academic historians 
fully yet. Daniel Jones looked at the role of women 
within the anti-fascist movement, the methods they 
employed, the risks they faced and their key role in 
organising — and how this could be uncovered through 
the archive’s anti-fascist oral history collection. This was 
created in collaboration with Searchlight editor Gerry 
Gable, with interviews carried out by Siobhan Hyland, 
Gavin Bailey and Ben Lee between 2015 and 2018. 

Those interviewed include many prominent anti-fascists 
and anti-racists, such as Gerry and Sonia Gable, Cable 
Street veteran Max Levitas, who has since died, anti-fascist 
“mole” Ray Hill and many others. ; 
Linguistic 
Other standout panels explored how the radical right 
uses online spaces to recruit and spread its message 
and its incorporation of religious imagery and language. 
Carmen Aguilera-Carnerero, from the University of 
Granada, spoke about her critical discourse analysis of 
the right wing in Spain. She analysed linguistic patterns 
to draw out the rhetoric of far right VOX party leader, 
Santiago Abascal. 
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During the same discussion, PhD researcher Liam 
Liburd examined a 1940s Home Office report on the fascist 
AK Chesterton, whose worldview influenced the ideology of 
the radical right for decades to come. 

Speakers also discussed broader developments on the 
right, with the American University’s Kat Parsons speaking 
about trends in the public acceptance of violence. Author 
David Renton spoke on how we might be seeing the 
emergence of a new era of authoritarians, just as the late 
1970s and early 1980s saw the emergence of neoliberalism. 

The conference also heard about German trade union- 
funded research into how crucial the work of people from 
outside state or official organisations was in pursuing the 
National Socialist Underground trial. CARR also provided 
an exhibition space, where the Searchlight Archive was 
able to show off recent research on war crimes, the 


Several of the speakers highlighted 
the impact of US president Donald 
Trump on the far right scene, 
emboldening radical groups that had 
previously been niche organisations 


language of the far right during Britain’s 1975 European 
Communities referendum and the National Front in the 
West Midlands. 

The event showcased interesting new research and 
analysis on the radical right and gave a rare opportunity 
for researchers and practitioners to discuss matters outside 
their own fields. Another strand that ran throughout the 
conference was the need to understand the radical right 
not just in the immediate context of a single movement or 
lone figure, but to look at the various cultures and long- 
term trends that exist around them. 

epg ie A further conference is planned for next year in Mexico, 
Cas Mudde showing the success of this first CARR event. The fact that 


(above) and the mix of practitioners and researchers at the conference 
Sara Khan (left) was a novel point of the event highlights the need to 

were among the arrange this sort of opportunity more often — activism 
speakers at the without analysis risks being ineffective, while analysis 
CARR event without that link to activism risks having littleimpact. © 
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conferences this summer — and they had anti-racism and 
anti-fascism high on the agenda. Cathy Pound was there 


Conference 


National Education 
Union, Liverpool 


This year saw the first annual 
conference of the NEU, following 
the merger of predecessor unions 
the NUT and ATL. It is fair to say 
the NEU is clear that its role is to 
fight against discrimination - for 
staff, pupils and within the wider 
community. 
NEU delegates passed a 
resolution noting the rise in racism 
internationally, the continued failure 
to implement the “Dubs amendment” 
to allow child refugees into Britain, the 
government's “hostile environment” 
policy, with its continuing impact on 
the Windrush generation, and the 
high levels of exclusions for African- 
Caribbean and other minority pupils. 
The motion included the simple but 
important pledge, “Conference affirms 
its commitment to building a society in 
which every child is valued, whatever 
their background, religion or culture.” 
NEU joint general secretary Kevin 
Courtney said, “Schools are well 
placed to reinforce the importance 
of a tolerant and inclusive society 
and the NEU is committed to tackling 
racism. We are currently producing 
an anti-racist charter, to be published 
later in the year. It will give clear 
guidance to schools about the steps 
they should be taking to ensure 
that no one, whether school staff or 
students, suffers racial discrimination.” 
Kevin was under no illusion, 
however, that schools could control 
what happened outside the school 
gates and that the fight against 


discrimination and racism went much 
wider than schools. 

The conference also congratulated 
staff at Central Foundation Girls’ 
School, east London, for the silent 
protest they organised after a racist 
video was filmed outside the school. 
The protest had seen NEU members 
take solidarity action in neighbouring 
schools too. 

The motion concluded, “Conference 
believes that such mass displays of 
unity are important in demonstrating 
that the racists are outnumbered and 
can be beaten.” The NEU renewed its 
commitment to mobilise members to 
take part in events that “combat the 
rise in racism in our society”. 

Show Racism the Red Card and 
Stand Up to Racism both held fringe 
meetings at the conference this year. 
Liverpool's mayoral lead for equality 
and race Anna Rothery addressed 
the Stand Up to Racism fringe 
meeting along with Zahra Bei from 
No More Exclusions and Jo Lang of 
the Blair Peach Memorial Campaign 
- named for the NUT member who 
was killed by police at an anti-fascist 
demonstration in 1979. 


PCS civil service 
union, Brighton 


Searchlight again joined the 
PCS in Brighton for its annual 
delegate conference. The PCS has 
continued to be an ally in fighting 
racism and fascism. 

The conference was urged by 
national executive committee 
member Zita Holbourne “to stand 


calls 


firm in the face of increasing racism, 
Islamophobia, antisemitism and 
xenophobia”. She backed a motion 
urging the union to step up the fight 
against racism and fascism and calling 
on the NEC to review its anti-racist 
and anti-fascist strategies in the light 
of the continued rise of the far right in 
Britain, Europe and internationally. 

Zita highlighted the role of the 
media in whipping up hatred and 
creating a climate of fear while the 
"hostile environment” continued. She 
noted that not only did this block 
refugees from entering Britain but 
the government was continuing to 
deport people who had lived here “for 
decades”. This had hit the Windrush 
generation “and their children and 
grandchildren”. 

The motion reiterated that the 
union would mobilise members for 
anti-racist events such as days of 
action, demos, justice campaigns and 
counter-demonstrations against the 
far right. 

Steve West, a delegate from the 
DWP Edinburgh and Borders branch, 
said, “We are going to need more than 
milkshakes to defeat the fascists. This 
motion is a good start.” 

PCS delegates also voted to affiliate 
to the Freedom for Ocalan Campaign. 
Ocalan is the Kurdish leader of 
the PKK (Kurdistan Workers’ Party) 
who has been jailed by the Turkish 
government for more than 18 years, 
with much of this time spent more or 
less in isolation on the island of Imrali. 

Since 2016, around 60,000 people 
have been jailed and 150,000 have 
lost their jobs for opposing president 
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Recep Erdogan and the Turkish 
government. The Freedom for Ocalan 
campaign now has the support of 14 
trade unions in Britain. 

The Turkish government effectively 
fails to recognise the Kurdish 
community and launches attacks on it 
in numerous ways, including regularly 
diverting water from the Euphrates 
river away from Rojava, the self- 
declared Kurdish autonomous region 
in Syria. Marianne Owens, speaking on 
behalf of the NEC, said, “What is clear 
is that a peaceful democratic solution 
can only be achieved with the release 
of Ocalan and others.” 


Searchlight joined UCU delegates 
in Yorkshire, where the union's 
equality committee proposed a 
number of motions to conference 
including one on racism and 
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and College Union 
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refugees, the hostile environment 
and stopping deportations. 

Other important motions called 
for action to tackle the increasing 
presence of the nazi group Generation 
Identity on university campuses. 

Gl aims to identify both students 
and staff who may already hold far 
right views and are sympathetic to or 
vulnerable to being persuaded by right 
wing rhetoric. Searchlight has been 
exposing GI and its members for many 
years as white nationalists who operate 
not just on the streets but in academia. 

The group also publishes its fascist 
ideology in literature, addresses 
events - such as those hosted by 
the far right Traditional Britain 
Group - and stages publicity stunts 
on campuses and elsewhere. The 
motion said GI had “appeared on over 
20 campuses, stickering and holding 
stunts and meetings”. Its recent 
activities had included online threats 
and harassment against the UCU's 


Members of 
the UCU union 
take to the 
streets 
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vice-president, Nita Sanghera, the 
motion added. 

The union resolved to set up a 
campaign specifically aimed at keeping 
fascist ideology off campuses, to run 
events on campus to highlight the 
growth of the far right and to develop 
anti-racist materials aimed at exposing 
the far right to staff and students. 

The UCU congress also dealt with 
the thorny issue of a member of 
academic staff at SOAS, University of 
London, who ran as a candidate for 
the far right Alternative for Germany 
party at the European elections. A 
conference motion noted that the AfD 
was “widely recognised as a far right, 
anti-immigrant, Islamophobic, and 
reactionary party”. 

It called on the union to “campaign 
against extreme rightwing parties and 
their members within universities” 
and to strengthen UCU rules on 
membership “so that far right parties 
such as the AfD are proscribed”. 
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Fighting the right 


Anti-racist and anti-fascist activists from across Europe met to discuss how to tackle 
the far right, pooling experience from across the continent. Cathy Pound reports 


tand Up to Racism 

helped organise a series 

of regional conferences 

following the European 

elections to address how 
we should fight the far right across 
Europe and internationally, in the 
light of the gains made by fascist 
and far right parties. Searchlight 
was present at the first of these 
conferences, which was held on 1 June 
in London. 

Conference chair Nahella Ashraf 
was able to start the afternoon with 
cause for celebration: the campaign 
she was part of in the North West 
of England had successfully kept 
fascist “Tommy Robinson” (real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) from being 
elected as an MEP. 


Stopped 


Nahella said how strategically 
important it was to have stopped 
Robinson, a posterboy of the far right, 
from moving into the territory of 
mainstream politics. She emphasised 
that activists had run the broadest 
campaign they could and had seen 
people joining them who had never 
been involved in campaigning before. 

Campaigners in the North West 
had tackled the real issues that people 
were facing under austerity and 
exposed Robinson’s beliefs, to the 
extent that Robinson complained in 
a media interview that everywhere 
he went people asked him, “Are you 
a nazi?” 

Kevin Courtney, joint general 
secretary of the National Education 
Union, which hosted the conference, 
spoke very powerfully, saying that 
although he had been an optimist all 
his political life, he now felt “a deep 
sense of foreboding”. 

Kevin said the gains made across 
Europe by openly far right parties 
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gave us “reason to be frightened”. 
Although we had not returned to the 
1970s, with the extent of violence 
unleashed by the National Front 
towards minority groups, Kevin said 
he knew of many who were now 
fearful when they went out each day 
that they might face racism going 
about their daily lives. 

Alfio Bernabei, an Italian 
anti-fascist and regular Italian 
correspondent for Searchlight (see 
page 26), said there was “nothing 
to celebrate in Italy” in terms of the 
European election results. 

The only gleam of light was the 
recent revoking of a lease on a 
monastery near Rome where US- 
based far right guru Steve Bannon 
had been planning to run so-called 
“gladiator training” for far right 
fighters. 

Alfio reminded us that Italy was 
the birthplace of fascism in 1919 and 
noted that there had been concerns 
that this might be officially celebrated 
this year. 

Alfio is a member of ANPI, the 
National Association of Italian 
Partisans, founded by those who took 
to the hills to fight the emergence 
of fascism in Italy under Benito 
Mussolini. The founders of ANPI 
were those who later helped write 
the post-war Italian constitution, 
which included an important article 
prohibiting the recreation of the 
Italian Fascist Party. 

Alfio noted, however, that there 
were no Nuremberg-style trials in 
Italy and that fascism had remained 
a political presence. Following the 
European elections in May, Matteo 
Salvini’s Lega party had the largest 
single group in the European 
Parliament, with 28 MEPs. 

Laura Ribera, from Unitat Contra 
el Racism i el Feixisme (the Catalonia- 


NEU joint 
general secretary 
Kevin Courtney 
addressed the 
conference 


based campaign, United Against 
Racism and Fascism) spoke of the 
work being done in Andalusia, in the 
south of the Spanish state, to counter 
racism and support migrants. 
Migrants arriving after rescue from 
the sea were being put straight into 
detention centres and when these 
were full, officials would announce a 
number who could leave — but who 
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would then be released with no help 
or resources. Fifty or so people had 
been left to walk the streets, often 
gathering together as a group, which 
then heightened the concerns of local 
residents. Anti-racists had worked to 
create a network that could provide 
some practical support, such as local 
mosques offering safe places to sleep 
overnight. 

The Spanish parliament, which 
had not included more than one far 
right MP since the end of the Franco 
dictatorship and none at all since 
1982, now had 24 MPs from the VOX 
party, which came fifth in April’s snap 
general election. 

David Karvala spoke about the 
STOP VOX campaign and how anti- 
racists had faced a certain amount of 
complacency and the argument that it 
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was best to “ignore them and they will 
go away”. 

The key thing was to expose 
VOX’s true agenda, David said. This 
had successfully forced founding 
members of VOX, originally from the 
conservative People’s Party, to resign 
from the new outfit as it came to be 
seen as a far right party. He added 
that it was important to use messages 
that were clearly anti-fascist and not 
get caught up debating the pros and 
cons of other issues such as leaving 


the EU or independence for Catalonia. 


Ulrike Schmidt, who works with 
Amnesty International, spoke about 
seeing the impact of government 
policy in relation to migrants and 
minorities. She highlighted a call 
for help for the 500 Roma people 
who remained homeless after being 


forcibly evicted from a settlement in 
Giugliano, in southern Italy, in May. 

She also explained how in Hungary, 
where helping a refugee was made 
illegal in 2018, a young man had been 
imprisoned for six months for simply 
giving a lift to a refugee. 

Ulrike had been involved in 
mobilising ongoing solidarity for 14 
Polish women who bravely unfurled 
a “Stop fascism” banner in front of 
the 60,000-strong rally led by fascists 
on Poland’s independence day in 
November 2017. The women were 
brutally attacked by the fascists and 
were later prosecuted for obstructing 
the “lawful demonstration”. 

London activist David Rosenberg 
spoke about the situation across 
Europe and noted that US president 
Donald Trump had hailed his far 
right Hungarian counterpart Viktor 
Orban as a “highly respected” guest 
of honour at the White House. Trump 
had said Orban was like himself in 
being “a little controversial” but had 
“kept his country safe”. 

David asked, “Respected by who? 
Safe for who?” He urged delegates 
to continue campaigning and to 
have face to face conversations with 
those who had broken away from 
mainstream parties to give a first vote 
to Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party. 


Calculating 


Organisers mobilising for the Stop 
Trump rally held on 4 June also 
addressed the conference, noting that 
Trump brought everyone together 
because “Trump hates everyone and 
so naturally everyone hates Trump”. 
One speaker added that people should 
not dismiss Trump as stupid, as he 
was actually very calculating in his 
attacks. 

It was important to challenge 
Trump by tackling the ideology but 
we could also challenge him with 
humour, as the “baby Trump” balloon 
had demonstrated. 

Speakers urged that broad 
coalitions should be built, addressing 
the issues raised by those who were 
leaning towards far right parties as 
well as exposing far right ideology. 
The rise of the far right in Europe 
would be mirrored in Britain if people 
were complacent about the threat. @ 
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Scotland Yard’s Gangbuster 


Dick Kirby 
(Pen & Sword True Crime, 10.39) 


Earlier this year retired Scotland Yard 
police officer Dick Kirby published his 
latest book, Scotland Yard’s Gangbuster. 

Searchlight was approached by the author 
about the work of Bert Wickstead, who had 
years before worked with Gerry Gable - then 
Searchlight's research editor - and Harry Bidney, 
a wartime warrant officer who had served in 
South East Asia and had been a key member of 
the anti-fascist 43 Group's intelligence team, later 
working alongside Gable to provide intelligence 
to the activists of the 62 Group. 

It was Bidney and Gable who pulled off a 
brilliant coup in getting a member of Colin 
Jordan's National Socialist Movement to turn 
Queen’s evidence after a wave of more than 30 
arson attacks against synagogues and Jewish 
schools and businesses in London. During one 
of these attacks, a teenaged Jewish student died 
and a second suffered serious spinal injuries. 

During the period of the arsons Special Branch 
had not made a single arrest. The defence 
committee of the Jewish Board of Deputies had 
not exercised proper pressure on the authorities 
to act. Instead they were spending their time 
attacking’the 62 Group, just as they had opposed 
the 43 Group two decades earlier. 

The major breakthrough against the arsonists 
was the result of Bidney and Gable conducting 
their own investigation and convincing a young 
mag.who was part of the nazi arson gang to give 
himself up to the police and turn Queen’s evidence. 
They took the young man, Paul Duke, to Stoke 
Newington police station and handed him over 
to Wickstead. They were pleased to see how keen 
Wickstead was to bring the terrorists to justice. 


Bombmakers 


brought to book 


A new ‘true crime’ book picks up on an old case of fascist arson attacks aimed 
against Jewish targets in London. Jeff Holby looks back at what really happened 


The three trials held at the number one court 
at the Old Bailey led to convictions of two former 
soldiers and a mainly teenage group of fascist 
activists. Colin Jordan's ex-wife, French heiress 
Francoise Dior, had fled to France and had been 
jailed there for other offences. When she returned 
to Britain on a false passport Bidney and Gable 
re-joined Wickstead to track her down. 

He asked for their cooperation to allow him 
to work out the best way to proceed, free from 
interference by his superiors - or a rogue Special 
Branch inspector who had been seduced by Dior. 

After the first two trials the Jewish Chronicle 
was deluged by readers demanding that the 
Jewish community leadership recognise the 
value of what the 62 Group were doing - and 
rather than attack them show them some thanks 
and support. 


Recognised 


The Jewish Chronicle wrote an editorial 
demanding that the anti-fascist organisation's 
work should be recognised. Even the trial judge 
called Bidney to stand before the court to be 
thanked for his and his colleagues’ work. 

This was part of the long journey that would 
result in the arrival of an organisation that went 
through two stages before what is now the 
Community Security Trust was established. 

In 1973 Gerry Gable temporarily gave up his 
work at Searchlight to join London Weekend 
Television’s The London Programme, which had 
a strong reputation for dealing with organised 
crime and all forms of political and police 
corruption. He had the opportunity to work with 
Wickstead, who was intent on cleaning up Soho 
of bent coppers and organised crime and could 
provide leads on what was going on there. 

Gable came back to Searchlight in 1983. 
During the years away from day to day work 
on the magazine he had continued to build up 
its intelligence and analysis capacity. Today, 


Searchlight still uses this to fight fascism. ® 


